Imperfective verbs Perfective verbs Conjugation Class | Conjugation Class Il

Usvally end in -aTb, or -ATb, However,

, \erbs ending in -eTb or-nTb, .
there are a number of exceptions.

Used to: (1) place emphasis on the process of an Describe: (1) actions which have been or will be :
However, there are 4 exceptions.*

action (in a manner akin to the English past com%leted successfully (i.e. the result of an action); or
continuous tenses - i.e. was/were +writing, (2) things that occurred only once, at some point in
read{n% painting etc.); or to conve 82) how often  the past.

something is done (frequency); or %3 for how

long an activity is done (duration).

Drop the last two letters of the infinitive  Drop the last three letters of the
and add the endings highlighted below: infinitive, and add the ending
Adverbs indicating completion: HakoHéw, - finally, highlighted below:
COBCEM - altogether, cpasy - immediately, BApYr
- suddenly etc.

1st person singular (D:-t0 (y) ,

2nd person singular (you): et (-€Lb) 78t person singular: -to (y )
3rd person singular (he/she/it).-eT (-€T)  2nd person singular: -MLLIb
1st person plural (we).-em (-ém) 3rd person singular: -nT

Often used with definite and indefinite adverbs
of frequency, as well as with adverbs indicating

duration or repetition. For example: For example:

OAWH pa3 B HeAénto - once 3 week, ABa

pasa B Hefénto - twice g week, Bcer

Toread - npounTaTh (perfective)

2nd person plural (you). -eTe (-€Te)
3rd person plural (they): -toT (yT)

1st person plural: -1mm
2nd person plural: -nte

3rd person plural:-at(aT)

| have read that book too! - A Toxe npovumTarn For example:
3Ty KHUrY! (A one-time action, completed at
point in time in the past.)

| read 3 chapters of the book today. - CerogHsa g
MpoYVTan 3rnaBbl KHUTA. (%ast action, with

emphasis on the result - the completion of 3books)

languages.- A YiTan o4apoBaTesibHY  (Jsed to talk about something that started and
CTaTblO O A3bIKaX. (process) finished at a definite time in‘the past. , , ,
| read in Russian every day.- 8 “iiTato no- , o , rule:after >k, u, L, Ly the first person singular ending
Eyccm KaXAblli AeHb. (frequency) For almost all verbs, snmplghdrop the infinitive ending becomes -y and the third person plural ending becomes

he (read / was reading] for a long time.-OHa Tk /-T1 /-4 and add the endings below which
JIONro YTana. (duration) vary 8CCOde9 to gender and number.

, , , Towrite - nncaTb (imperfective)
Used to: (1) describe repeated or habitual actions
which will take place in the future for an indefinite  Masculine (7/Tbl/OH) Ncan
period of time; or (2) denotes actions without Feminine (7/Tbl/0Ha) nucana
considering their completion or the result of the ~ Neuter (OH/0OHa/0OHO) Ncasio
said actions, in a manner equivalent to the simple  Plural (Mbl/Bbl/OHW) NCaV
future and future continuous tenses in English.

D ———

be' and the infinitive of an imperfective verb. o ,
Used to: (1) give directions; or (2) communicate an order, | cut myself.- A nopesanack. (Case 1)
A 6yay command, or call to action. The,smgular imperative is We often meet (each other). - Ml yacto BcTpevaemcs. (Case 2)
Thl Gu)'lp,eLle informal and the plural imperative Torm is used to refer | feel like watching TV. - MHe xoueTcs cmoTpeTh TenieBm3op. (Case 3)

OH/0Ha/oHo byaeT to more than two people or as a sign of respect. A new hosg{ta[ is being built. - CTpounTCcs HoBas 6onbHMUA. (Case 4)
Mol 6ysem I'm interested in politics. - 1 HTepecytoCL MONTUKOI. (Case 5)

Bbl byaeTe It is getting warmer. - CTaHOBUTCA Tennee. / Her grades are improving. -
OHW by ayT Eé oueHku noBbiwaroTcs. (Case 6)

always, 4acTo - often, 06bIYHO - usuaf?g},
NHOrAa - sometimes, peAKo - rarely
HKOT A4 - never; BCe Bpéms - all the time;
A0Nro - long; exxeAHEBHO - daily.

For example:
Infinitive: paboTatk - towork

Infinitive: cMOTpeTb - to watch
q paboTato
Tbl paboTaclib
OH/0OHa/oHO paboTaeT
Mbl paboTaem
Bbl paboTtaeTte
OHU paboTatoT

1 CMOTpPHO
Tbl CMOTPVILLIL
OH/0Ha/0HO CMOTPUT
Mbl CMOTPVIV
Bbl CMOTpUTE
OHU CMOTPAT

For example:
Toread - untaTh (imperfective)

| was reading a fascinating article about

*There are 4 verbs ending with -aTb, which are 8ovemed by the second
conjugation: , , an . Tolearn more
about present tense rules and exceptions, see 'notes' below.

Multiple uses; see 'notes' below.

Add -cs if the conjugated verb ends with a consonant.
Add -ct if the conjugated verb ends with a vowel.

For example:

imperfective verb - , ,
@ g With imperfective verbs, use the 3rd person singular

(TbI) conjugation of the present simple as your base.

With perfective verbs, use the 3rd person sianular (oH/
your base.

: - . : Cannot be the subject of a sentence and only has accusative, dative, genitive,
Fot the singular imperative, remove the ending and add  instrymental and prepositional case forms. Declines in accordance with the fules

clgrggcfr?aenl?% letteris a vowel,or - if thelastletterisa  gor'the personal pronoun Tbl. Equivalent to the reflexive pronouns mysel,yourselt
- himself etc. in English. Applies where the use of a reflexive verb is not possible.

For example:
To study - yunTb (imperfective)

'm going to study / will be studying English this
afternoon. - 4 6yp,2/ [\}/q Vb @HTINACKNIA

cerogHs aAHéM. (No consideration of result)

For example:
_ Infinitive verb 'to think' - ;aymats > 3rd person plural:

Used to describe: (1) actions taking placein the ~ AYMatOT>AyMali

future, but with an emphasis on the completion of

a particular task, or the achievement of a

?artlcular result, by a definite point of time in
uture; or (2) 4 one-time action.

Reflexive verbs and cebs cannot appear in the same sentence unless they each
refer to completely different things, such as with intransitive verbs (those which
do not take a direct object).* This Is because reflexive pronouns generally only
refer to the object of a sentence (although there are exceptions to this rule).

To convert the above into plural imperative forms,

simply add -Te after -7, or - The verb uyBcTBOBaTbL, Meaning 'to feel'is used with the pronoun cebs, rather

than the particle -ca, when talkin% about your emotional or physical state.
However, it is used with the Eamc e -cs when it means 'to get the [sense/feeling)

With reflexive verbs, there should be no change to the e . Ay : ;
SUPFiXes -Cs/Cb. STIDly Slot 'MST e)/i(te) between &Z%t g (r)rgﬂo'rtefggcl)sdt\%?)?sr{en ’.g érgeglc.)duces a feeling or point of view held by someone.

Remove the verb ending -Ti and add the present the root of the verb and the reflexive suffix.

tense endings to the perfective infinitive. - I
: or example:
For example: Forexample: !
She's feeling better. - OHa YyBCTBYeT cebs nydLue.
CmoTpuITE He 3a6y4b|Te*! - Besure not to Folrget! Just take a photo of yourself and then print it out.- MpocTo
CmoTpy, He ono3gali! - Be sure not to be [ate! choTorpadupyii et U pacnedatait oTo.

*He laughed at himself. - OH cMesancs Hag cobo.

Toread - npounTaTh (perfective)

| will read. / 'm going to read. - 1 npoumnTato (A
one-time ac’uon?

Multiple uses; see notes' below to match the uses to the constructions provided in I onlt{; she were able to see me how. - EC/1/1 651 TOJIBKO OHA MOIMNa BVIA)eTb MeHs ceryac. (Case 1)
2

*A spelling change occurred due to the stressed syllable.
Read about this and more in 'notes' below.

this section. | would call it betra%al. -f1 661 Ha3Bana aTo NpesatenbCcTBoM (Case
- o , , It is imperative that you obey my orders. - KpaiHe BaXXHO, 4TOOL! Bbl MOAYUNHANNCE MOUM
Both the conditional and subjunctive follow the same grammatical construction:  npuka3sam. (Case 3)
| wouldn't do that if | were you. - Ha TBOoem mecTe A 611 Tak He noctynun. (Case 4)
If only you were more studious, you would get better grades. - EC11 661 Thl 6611 6ONee ycepAHbIM, Thl
661 NONYyYUN nzqume oueHku. (Case 5)
I would (like to) ask you not to speak about it. - A 651 noNpocua Bac 06 3ToM He roBopuUTb. (Case 6)

\Jerb in the past tense + 6bl, regardless of gender, number, or verbal aspect.
The particle 6bI may be contracted to 6.




Used to express actions taking place at the time of speaking, to express facts, to describe a person or a thing, to describe habitual actions or to describe actions which began in the past and are

still happening.

There are 5 main verbs which feature a combination of endings from both conjugation classes: xoTeTb (to want), 6pé3xuTb (to glimmer), 6exaTb (to run), AaTh (to give), ecTb (to
eat) and other verbs containing the same root such as HagoecTb - to annoy, to bother, co3gaThb - to create and 3agaThb - to assign.

For example:

XOTeTb > X004y, Tbl XOUelllb OH /OHA /OHO XOUYeET Mbl XOTVIV, Bbl XOT/TE OHU XOTAT

There are certain consonant changes which take place in the present tense. The rules governing these changes are as gollows:

r, 4,3 > becomes X > For example: pe3aTb > peXXy (to cut)

T, CT,CK > becomes L > For example: unCTuTb > unllly (to clean)
C, X > becomes w > For example: ninCaTtb > nulLly (to write)

T> becomes U > For example: nnakatb > nna‘ly (to cry)

6 > becomes 61> For example: ntoEuTh > ntob /110 (to?ove)

B > BJ1 becomes > For example: roToBUTb > roToB/ 1o (to cook)
M > becomes M > For example: kopMnTb > kopV/Tto (to feed)

M >becomes N >For example: TeplleTb > Tep! 1/1t0 (to endure, suffer, tolerate, stand, or bear), Topol1nTek - Topol1/1to (to hurry, rush)

For Conjugation Class I, the consonant changes take place across ALL persons (i.e. all the way through 75t person singular to 3rd person plural). For Conjugation Class II, the consonant changes

take place in the 1st person singular ONLY.

Only 4 first conjugation verbs with a stem ending in a labial (6, B, M, N, &) add 1 in the present tense to ALL grammatical persons. The only one potentially worth knowing is gpemaTtsb (to

doze).

\/erbs ending in -BaTb, which are preceded by Aa, cTa, or 3Ha lose Ba in the present tense.

Most verbs ending in -oBaTb or -eBaTb add -y or -+0 to the verb stem for ALL persons, before the regular present tense endings are apglied. For example: pyicoBaTb > PUCYHO,

purcyeLlb... pucyroT (to draw) ropeBaTb > FOPHOHD, FOpHOELLb.. FOPHOKOT (to grieve, mourn). However, some undergo no such ¢

ange and the in the present tense. For example:

ozeBaTb (to dress): ogeBato, oAeBaellb.. o4eBatoT and ynoBaThb (to hope). ynoBato, ynoBaellb.. yroBatoT.

For a single request, order or command, use a perfective verb. For a request or command etc, involving repeated actions, offering general
advice, expressing impatience, making a polite request, inviting someone to do something, or with the negative imperative use the

imperfective form of a verb.

Should the stress of an infinitive verb fall on the stem of the verb, add -b and -bTe for the singular and plural imperatives respectively.

For example:
To introduce/present - 3SHakOMUTb (imperfective)

3rd person plural > 3HaKOMAT > 3HAKOML / 3HAKOMbLTE,

Used (1) when the subject and the object of the
sentence are the same %erson (ie. the subject
receives the action of the verb, where it ,
represents the concept of 'to one's self' in English),

zs)when a reflexive verb applies reciprocally

represented by the concept of ‘each other' in

nglish); (3) in impersonal Sentence constructions,
which lack a grammatical subject (i.e. where the
subject of an impersonal sentence does not
perform the action of the verbg; (4) in passive
constructions; and (5) with verbs denoting state,
which would typically be represented in English as
the state of being verb 'to be', linked to an

adjective; and (6) with verbs indicating qualitative,
quantitative changes, or motion.

The imperfective future provides an equivalent  As the word y>ke (already) indicates
to the simple future and future continuous completion, f%l must be used with a
tenses in English. For example: perfective verb.

A:What will you be doing this weekend? - Yto  A: I will try to come over to your place this

Tbl Oy /€Ll Ae1aTh B3TU BbIXoAHbIe? afternoon.- A nocrapatocs APUNATU K
Tebe cerofHs AHeM.

B: 'l be doing my laundry. - 1 6y a1y ctpats. B:I'msorry, but | will have left by then. -
[MpocTNTe, HO K TOMY BpeMeHU S

The perfective future can provide an eﬂufvalent yXeynay.

to the future perfect tense form in English (ie.

'will have..). For example: Following prepositions such as nocne

gaft,er;, ecnn (if), ao (until), noka

while), and koraa (when) in Russian , use
the future tense rather than the present
tense (as would be the case in English).

| will have completed my homework by the time
you come over.- f sakoHYy AoMallHee
3a4aHune K TOMy BpeMeHU, KakK Thbl
npuaeLlb.

Reflexive verbs can only refer to the object of a

For example:
sentence.

If 1 go to Moscow next week, | will call yov. -
Ecnna 6yay B MockBe Ha 3TOM
Hejese A Mo3B0HI0 Tebe.

When | go to the market, | will buy you some
strawberries. - Korga 4 nomp,g Ha
PBIHOK, A KY1/110 Tebe KNYOHUKY.

The verb uyBcTBOBAaTb IS Used with the particle
-cs1 when it means 'to get the [sense/feeling]
that' or'it feels' (where 'it' introduces a feeling or
point of view held by someone). For example:

It feels like something bad s about to happen. -
HyBCTBYeTCH, UTO cemyac nponsonget
YTO-TO MIOXO0E.

It feels like we're doing something fresh. -
UyBCTBYeTCS, YTO Mbl €/1aeM UTO-TO
HOBOE.

| feel like you love me, too. - MHe 4yBCTBYeTCS,
YTO W Bbl IIOBUTE MEHS.

The present tense can be employed to
announce future events or actions, provided
that there is certainty they will take place or
occur.

'm going to the cinema tomorrow. - 3aBTpa
A 111y B KUHO. | will tell him in the evening. -
A ckadky eMy Be4epom.

Used to: (1) denote something which is not in fact a reality, but which the subject wishes, desires, or hopes were reality; (2) expresses a judgement, or opinion, held by the subject: (3)
expresses obligation; (4) offers advice; (5) functioning in a manner similar to that of the second and third conditionals in English, the Russian subjunctive expresses events, which are
unlikely to become true, or imaginary outcomes if something about a past event or action had been different; and (6) is used to frame requests politely.

The English subjunctive is achieved through the use Qﬁconwiunctfves such as uTObbI - that, ecnm 6bI - if only, x0Tk 6bI - 'if only' | wish', 'l hope' or 'even if', before the verb, whilst
something akin to the English second and third conditionals, uses ecnu - if, or koraa - when, followed by a statement and the ‘condition’, which would have changed a past outcome, or
produce an imaginary outcome. As such, the latter is seen in complex sentences with subordinate clauses.

The particle 6b1 may be contracted to 6. The particle generally appears after the verb. However, this is not essential and it may be appear immediately after the subject for emphasis

on the subject.

The particle 6l is attached to the conjunctive UTo to form UTo6bI, Meaning ‘that'. It often follows impersonal sentences and adverbs, such as it is important that... - BaxxHo,
UTOOBL.. / It iS necessary that.. - Hy>KHO, uTO6bL... / It is recommended that.. - PekomeHayeTcq, uTobbI....

In English, 'would' (and also the phrasal verb 'vsed to') may be used to express habits or regeated actions which took place in the past and that we no longer do in the present. In Russian,
en | was younger, | would eat cherries straight from the tree in those fields. - Korga a1 6610

the particle 6b1 cannot be used in this manner. Instead, use the perfective past tense. W
MOJI0Xe, 1 €1 BULLHIO NPSMO C JepeBa Ha 3TUX NOASX.
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