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Manual pratico de escrita em portugués/Developing Writing Skills in Portuguese pro-
vides intermediate- and advanced-level students with the skills necessary to become
competent and confident writers in the Portuguese language.

Written completely in Portuguese, this book focuses on writing as a craft, helping
students produce different types of texts. With the aid of examples, each chapter cov-
ers a specific kind of writing and offers sequenced exercises and activities on sentence
structure, word choice, grammar, syntax and punctuation. Contrasting creative writing
with analytical or discursive texts, the rich selection of samples featured in this book
illustrates different themes, genres, styles, conventions and formats. It includes original
material as well as fragments from newspapers, well-known literary works and essays
by notable authors and journalists.

This book enables non-native Portuguese speakers to become more adept at dis-
tinguishing between Portuguese and English linguistic constructions. In the process
of producing their own narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive, journalistic and
administrative texts, students will add cohesion and descriptive detail to their writing
by choosing transition words, adjectives, adverbs and specialized vocabulary. They will
find practical advice on rewriting, editing and proofreading, as well as on how to avoid
common pitfalls, plus information on different types of dictionaries and other useful
Internet resources. In every chapter and section of the book, step-by-step activities will
guide students in crafting cogent and cohesive manuscripts.

Both practical and theoretical in its approach, this book has been designed for
classroom instruction. It can also be used as a supplement to grammar texts to reinforce
and enrich the Portuguese curriculum, as self-study material or simply as a handbook
on writing.

Contents

Manual pratico de escrita em portugués/Developing Writing Skills in Portuguese is a
comprehensive textbook on writing. At the same time, students wishing to produce a
certain type of text can consult any one chapter as a self-contained instructional unit,
using cross-references to access relevant material and explanations in other chapters.
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Introduction

Each chapter focuses on a particular type of writing and is divided into sections
that offer instruction on grammar, sentence structure, vocabulary and other important
aspects of the written language. In each section, the sequenced exercises and activities
are designed to help the learner assimilate the material covered.

Chapter 1 - 0 texto narrativo (narrative writing)

The first chapter explores the art of literary and non-literary narration. Comparing and
contrasting fragments from both classic works and original mininarratives, it illustrates
how different authors handle time and space, plot and context, sequence and develop-
ment, and characterization and dialogue. It presents the various components that make
up a narrative, offering techniques for creating both an opening that involves the reader
and an appropriate ending, and demonstrating how the author’s choice of structure,
time line or point of view conditions the reader’s response to the work. At each juncture,
concepts are illustrated through activities on how to use different verb tenses and direct
and indirect speech. Theory is put into practice as students are guided to produce their
own short narratives and longer texts.

Chapter 2 - 0 texto descritivo (descriptive writing)

Concentrating on descriptive writing, this chapter highlights the adjective as a key ele-
ment of description, stressing its function, diverse uses and position. A wide array of
activities direct students on how to use adjectives for optimal effect. This chapter shows
how the placing of adjectives can create emphasis or irony, poetry or drama, and sub-
jective or objective description. Students will learn to distinguish between adjectives
that modify people and adjectives modifying things and abstractions. They will also
learn to avoid cliché and to develop sensitivity to nuance and detail as they create char-
acters, places and objects that are vivid, dramatic and unique. By the end of this chap-
ter, students will be equipped to characterize concepts and create compelling images.

Chapter 3 - 0 texto expositivo (expository writing)

This chapter deals with the expository essay, used mostly for academic papers on a
variety of topics, and its various objectives: to inform, explain, clarify, classify, com-
pare and develop a thesis or idea. Students are introduced to the basic elements of
the essay - introduction, development and conclusion — and their respective functions
within an organized, well-developed text. Using specific exercises and mind maps, stu-
dents will brainstorm, organize their ideas and construct properly sequenced outlines
before beginning to write. As they learn to write their own clear and cogent essays,
they are guided by exercises on word choice, transitions, sequencing and vocabulary
enrichment.
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Introduction

Chapter 4 - 0 texto argumentativo (persuasive writing)

This chapter covers persuasive writing. Similar to the expository text in its careful and
organized manner of presenting information and ideas, the persuasive text differs in its
emphasis on persuasion. Its aim is not merely to inform, but to persuade and convince
the reader. In this chapter, students learn the function of a good introduction as initiator
of the process of developing an argument and how to build on it by using a variety of
appropriate expressions and diverse types of arguments. Examples are complemented
by activities on analyzing and developing the structure of an argument; recognizing
stylistic differences and informal or formal registers; and observing certain conventions
regarding point of view. The chapter explains the use of textual markers to introduce,
develop and conclude a persuasive text, as well as appropriate terms for expressing
agreement and disagreement.

Chapter 5 — 0 texto jornalistico (journalistic writing)

Journalistic writing is a useful skill to acquire given the enormous reach of the news
media. In this chapter, students become familiar with the multiple goals of journal-
ism: to inform, mold public opinion, entertain and sell. They analyze an array of texts,
including news stories, opinion articles and interviews, and read different articles on
the same event to analyze variations in point of view. Through a range of activities,
students learn to differentiate between an editorial and a column, and between a fea-
ture article and an investigative report. They produce headlines and subtitles, and
apply the “inverted pyramid” concept to structure a news story that includes answers
to six basic questions: who, what, when, where, why and how. As students learn to
recognize the stylistic conventions that frame diverse discourses, they produce their
own journalistic texts.

Chapter 6 — Os textos administrativos e a correspondéncia
(administrative documents and correspondence)

This chapter gives students exposure to the professional, legal and official documents
that are needed in every walk of life. Because such documents are written in a particu-
lar stilted and formulaic style, which is not easy for non-native Portuguese speakers
to reproduce, students are introduced to the adjustments they need to make from
their standard writing practices. Through a series of activities, they learn to distinguish
between the various types of official documents, with their different structures or for-
mats, and become acquainted with their linguistic characteristics. Other documents
also covered are official letters, with their special headings, salutations and closing
formulas; the standard format of a curriculum vitae (CV)/ resume; the structure of a
business letter; and job applications, letters of recommendation and examples of social
media texts.
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Introduction

Chapter 7 — Mais alguns conselhos para escrever bem
(revising, refining and proofreading)

This chapter recapitulates the material covered in the previous six chapters and offers
advice on how to correct, refine, proofread and revise a text. The chapter also includes
information on punctuation, as well as suggestions regarding helpful dictionaries and
Internet resources on writing. Also provided is a chart summarizing expressions and
textual markers that are useful when producing any type of written text in Portuguese.

Solugédes (answer key)

The answer key available on the publisher’s website provides solutions to the exercises
and activities found in each chapter.
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O texto narrativo

Em que consiste?

O texto narrativo caracteriza-se por contar uma série de agdes no tempo. Essas agdes
podem ser reais ou ficticias. Geralmente, a narragéo inclui a descrigcéo, a exposigao e
a argumentagdo. Mesmo antes da aparicéo dos alfabetos e da imprensa escrita, a nar-
racao ja existia de forma oral.

Distinguem-se dois tipos de texto narrativo: o n&o literario e o literario. O primeiro
inclui a imprensa, a televisdo e o radio (reportagens, noticias, etc.). Romances, contos,
crbnicas, relatos, lendas e fabulas fazem parte dos textos narrativos literarios, que tam-
bém podem abranger subgéneros dos meios de comunicagdo como as telenovelas e
o cinema (roteiros cinematograficos). O género narrativo aparece também nos quadrin-
hos e graphic novels, nas anedotas e piadas, sejam narrados de forma oral ou escrita.

Pode-se dizer que o texto narrativo compreende o relato, a partir de um deter-
minado ponto de vista, de acontecimentos que tém lugar em um determinado local e
ao longo de um determinado intervalo de tempo. Esse relato inclui a acdo de uma ou
mais personagens, que podem ser reais ou imaginarias. Ainda que geralmente se use
o termo “texto narrativo” para descrever um texto literario, a forma narrativa ndo é uma
modalidade exclusiva da literatura.

1. Textos narrativos de carater nao literario

Atividade 1

Combine o tipo de texto com o exemplo correspondente.

A) uma receita de cozinha G) uma noticia de jornal

B) uma crénica H) um roteiro de televisdo ou de cinema
C) um graphic novel I)  um anuncio publicitario

D) uma piada J) um fato histérico

E) uma bula de remédio K) um romance

F) uma cancéo L) uma carta/um e-mail a um amigo
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Texto1 L

Oi, Mério! Tudo bem? H& quanto tempo que a gente ndo tem contato. Tenho trabalhado
feito louca ultimamente, mas ontem finalmente tirei uma folga e fui ao cinema com a
Patricia. Depois do filme, fomos tomar algo . . .

Texto 2

e Doutor, como eu fago para emagrecer?

e PBasta o senhor mover a cabeca da esquerda para a direita e da direita para a
esquerda.

¢ Quantas vezes, doutor?

e Todas as vezes que lhe oferecerem comida.

Texto 3

Sonhei que deu no jornal
Que Sao Sao Paulo estava
Coberta de agua e sal

Pela mais branca das ondas
De um mar de safira

N&o era mentira

E nem carnaval

Também n&o era milagre
Desastre ecoldgico

Nem nada igual

E quando a onda baixou
A cidade ficou

Normal

S6 que do chdo vinha a calma
Da lama do mangue

Da alga e da estrela do mar

E a maresia acendia

Uma coisa alegria

Que a espuma da onda
Espalhou pelo ar

Tamanho banho era um beijo
De cheiro e desejo
Em cada pessoa daquele lugar
E nesse dia saiu na primeira edicéo
De todos os jornais do Brasil:
Sao Paulo Rio
“Rio Sao Paulo”, José Miguel Wisnik e Paulo Neves
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0 texto narrativo

Texto 4

Brigadeiro

Ingredientes: 1 lata de leite condensado, 1 colher (sopa) de manteiga, 4 colheres (sopa)
de chocolate em pé, chocolate granulado

Modo de Preparo

1 Em uma panela funda, acrescente o leite condensado, a manteiga e o chocolate

em po.

2 Cozinhe em fogo médio e mexa até que o brigadeiro comece a desgrudar da
panela.

3 Deixe esfriar e faga pequenas bolas com a mao passando as bolinhas no chocolate
granulado.

Texto 5

Dunga, que continua a observar Seu Bianor apoiando a vassoura no queixo.

DUNGA
Seu Bianor, ta procurando o qué?
Aurora comeca a se retirar da sala. O dialogo entre Dunga e Seu Bianor, assim
como sua consequéncia, continuam na sequéncia posterior.

SEU BIANOR
As chaves dos quartos, Dunguinha.

DUNGA
E ndo ta pendurada ai no prego nao, Seu Bianor.

SEU BIANOR
E num ta? Ja procurei essa chave feito o cao.
Dunga volta a varrer o chao.

DUNGA
Seu Bianor, Seu Bianor . . . Tu ta ficando é meio cego ja. A chave ta onde sempre
t4, e o homem num achal!
Telefone tocando.
Do filme Amarelo manga, roteiro de Hilton Lacerda

Texto 6

No dia 23 de abril de 1500, a vida dos indios que viviam na regido onde hoje esta
a cidade de Porto Seguro, no sul da Bahia, foi interrompida por um espetaculo
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