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Updated NCEA Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 Vocabulary Lists for Asian and European languages were
published on the NCEA Education website in December 2024.

Below is the revised Level 3 Chinese (Mandarin) Vocabulary List that should be used with students in 2025
(and thereafter).

The Vocabulary List supports teaching and learning and helps teachers understand the language
appropriate at Curriculum Level 8. Language drawn from this Vocabulary List is used to create external
assessments and may be used to support teachers when preparing students for internal assessments.

The vocabulary lists belong to the Ministry of Education. The list in this document has been formatted by
NZALT to make it easier for teachers to print and photocopy for students. NZALT has provided two
versions:

1. A PDF that can be printed and photocopied for students.
2. A Word document for teachers who would like to do further formatting.

This version of the vocabulary list is arranged alphabetically (Chinese to English).
Other configurations of this list (eg. English to Chinese; by category) can be found online here.

Alternatively, you can navigate to the revised vocabulary lists by following this pathway:
ncea.education.govt.nz > New Zealand Curriculum > Learning Languages: Chinese > Teaching

Teachers are advised to read the Introduction to the vocabulary lists (online, as above), as these contain
useful context for teaching and learning, and for internal and external assessments (including the notes
below).

At Level 3, candidates may also be expected to make informed guesses about unfamiliar words in external
assessment texts using context and prior knowledge.

Notes to teachers

In addition to the listed vocabulary, students are also expected to be able to recognise:

e items from relevant L1 and L2 Chinese (Mandarin) Vocabulary Lists

e rules and patterns of word formation

e where a compound word can be easily constructed using basic characters at previous levels

e relevant classifiers for nouns covered in the list

e obvious loan words such as =™ (kaféi), *7 2. 71 (qidokeli).
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https://ncea.education.govt.nz/learning-languages/mandarin?view=teaching

Pinyin Chinese English Vocabulary Class
ai ging & romantic love noun

bao gao R to report, report verb, noun
bdo hu i to protect verb

bao ming A to sign up verb

bi xa i must, have to modal verb
bian hua T change noun

bu ru I~ 4 not as good verb

bu tai K not quite chunk

cha Kon to search verb

chao guo AB L to surpass verb

chu le &7 except, besides preposition
dai bido RE& to represent, representation verb, noun
di ta 3o, ] map noun

dud me % A how (used in exclamations) adverb

fan dui BXE to oppose verb

fang fa ik method noun

fang xin 7 NS to feel relieved verb

fu gin LF father noun

fu jin [(Egs nearby noun

gan jué Bt to feel, feeling verb, noun
gén xié Rt to thank verb

gén bén A fundamental, absolutely, base adjective, adverb, noun
gong min AN citizen noun

guan zhu *iE to follow with interest verb

hai pa £ to be afraid verb

hé ping Fa - peaceful, peace adjective, noun
hé shi Lt appropriate adjective
hou lai G & later, after that adverb
hua rén LA overseas Chinese noun

huan jing 7852 environment noun

hui shou =R to recycle verb

ji hua 1t X to plan, plan verb, noun
jT hui M chance noun

jian dan fay simple adjective
jiang lai ok future noun

jiao liu R ggﬁgzggge (information), verb, noun
jié gud P23 3 result, as a result noun, conjunction
jié shu =3 & to end verb

jié jué fift to solve verb

jing guod Z3el to pass by verb

jing yan %I experience noun

jia 1H old adjective
ju shud Eh it is said verb

kan fa F ik view noun

ké pa B fearful adjective
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kong jian 72 ] space noun

la jr 3 rubbish noun

l& guan R optimistic adjective
l&i si R A similar adjective

li yong # R to make use of verb

IV you BA:2) reason noun

lido tian ¥ X (L) |tochat verb

lia i RAY fluent adjective
man yi e to be satisfied verb

méi ti BEAR media noun
méng xidng kil to dream of, dream verb, noun
mian dui Ty XF to face verb

ming béi A to understand adjective, verb
mu di 3:D] purpose noun

néng li At 71 ability noun

nian gqing F 52 young adjective
nu li wh hard-working adjective
pa e to climb verb

pai dui HETA to line up verb object
ping chang o usual, usual practice adjective, noun
ping déng 5 equal adjective
qi shi Hx actually adverb
qging zhu JRAL to celebrate verb

ré nao I lively, to liven up adjective, verb
rén zhén N serious, carefully adjective
shang pin T st commodity noun

shé hui S Social Studies (school subject) noun

sheé ji %t to design, scheme verb, noun
shéng ming & life noun
shéng yi £ % business noun
shéng yin s sound, voice noun

shi jié 7 world noun

shi shi F e fact noun

shi yong 1% R to use verb

shou ru PN to receive money, income verb, noun
shui ping K-F level noun

tai du SE manner, attitude noun

tao lun ey to discuss verb

ti chd R to put forward verb + complement
ti yan NN to learn from experience verb

tian & sweet adjective
tian kong R= sky noun

tido jian Eca condition, requirement noun

tido zhéng I to adjust verb

td ran R IR sudden adjective
wan chéng TR to complete verb

wan méi T F perfect adjective
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wang ji by to forget verb
WEi xian YA on dangerous, danger adjective, noun
WEn nuan =43 warm, to warm adjective, verb
wi rén S pollution noun
xi guan IR be used to, habit verb, noun
XT wang il to hope, hope verb, noun
xian dai A modern times noun
xian shi LR reality noun
xiang dao G to think of verb
xiang fa Mok idea noun
XTn qing NN mood noun
XTn xian A &% fresh adjective
xing fu *45 happy, happiness adjective, noun
Xing yun iz lucky, good luck adjective, noun
xd yao = to need, need verb, noun
xuan zé R ES to select, choice verb, noun
yT ban — % general adjective
yi min # R to immigrate, immigration verb, noun
yiyi & 3L meaning noun
yin xiang PP % impression noun
yu dao 1% 3 to encounter verb
yué 2 to make an appointment verb
zhéng shi iE X formal adjective
zhT chi I to support verb
zhiyuanzhé | &@% volunteer noun
zhihao AT with no choice but adverb
zhéngyu %I finally adverb
zhu yi EE to notice verb
zi ran 53 natural, naturally, nature adjective, adverb, noun
Zi Xin a1z self-confident, self-confidence adjective, noun
zUu gou 2% sufficient, to satisfy adjective, verb
zuo pin Y S works noun
Idioms
Pinyin Chinese English
gin ra yi jia, qing Fan— K, As close as one family, as close as
téong shou zu. B F 2, brothers/sisters.
ru xiang sui su. RN When in Rome, do as the Romans do.
tian xia yi jia. AF—%. Igi‘fyv‘;?:édhf”zgﬁ;im”y (implying global
téng zhou gong ji. Bl fF4E % We are all in this together.
z{in 130 ai you. BEE, Respect the elderly and care for the young.
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