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3 Types/Groups of Verbs

Each group has their own rule for conjugation.
Group 1 (Godan): Ends in u, stem changes (e.g., DT - nomu: to drink).
Group 2 (Ichidan): Ends in eru/iru, stem doesn’t change (e.g., 7cX% - taberu: to eat. Drop the “ru” and the

stem “tabe”will stay the same regardless of what conjugation it is).

Group 3 (Irregular): 3% (to do), < % (to come) - just these 2 to remember.

#1 Godan #2 Ichidan #3 Irregular #3 Irregular
Example Example 93 (Suru) < % (Kuru)
IDictionary 1DEL (nomu) 17oX% (taberu) 19 % (suru) 1<% (kuru) ITodrink/eat/do/come |
P = = B + - === + - === + - === i 4
| | | 4= A | | | |
IPolite Id)?;ti‘?‘ 'Td\i? ILZ% 9 (shimasu) ' %79 (kimasu) 'Drink/eat/do/come [
I 1(nomimasu) I(tabemasu) I I I
P - == + - == + - == + - == + - == it i 4
' . HOF- 3~ 48 =720 ' . ' . ! . !
VAN Ay

:Negatlve :(nomanai) :(tabenai) ! L7\ (shinai) 127\ (konai) :Not drink / eat/do/come !
P == + - === + - === + - === + - === i 4
:Polite :@&it*/u :T:/\‘it*/u :L,i’e“/u :Si’e“/u :Will not drink / eat/do/ :
INegative 1(nomimasen) I(tabemasen) i(shimasen) 1(kimasen) icome |
P == + - == + - == + - == + - === it i 4
IPast IDATE (nonda) 17=~7: (tabeta) 'L 7 (shita) 1 7= (kita) IDrank / ate / did / came [
P - == + - === + - == + - === + - === it i 4
. 'OHF LT IT-RZELLE 'LELT: IFFXLT: ! . '
Polite Past 1 mimashita) i(tabemashita)  i(shimashita)  i(kimashita) \Drank /ate/did/came |
Fm—————— = + - == + - - == + - == + - - == i it 4
' . 'DEBHI -1 WeRBHh -1 LA o T P A Y o 'Did not drink / eat/ do/ !
IPast Negative ! I [ [ [ [
I iI(nomanakatta) i1(tabenakatta) i(shinakatta) i(konakatta) icome I
P - == + - == + - == + - == + - == it i 4
I I S = 1=~ S = | = — I I I
IPolite Past |®‘7j$.ﬁ/°rl’t |Td\$t}/"—a’t |L’§.ﬁ-/u—cul 1 FEXEHATLE IDid notdrink/eat/do/ |
INeg (homimasen ,(tabemasen ((shimasen | (kimasen deshita)'come ]
[ ) ideshita) ideshita) ideshita) [ [ [
Fm— == + - === + - === + - === + - == = - - - - - - - = = 4
| | | | | | H |
ITe-form IDA T (nonde) 17T (tabete) 'L T (shite) I1ET (kite) IDrmk/ eat/do/come [
I I I I I I(request) I
P = = + - === + - === + - === + - === e - - = = - 4
| | 4= A S | | | |
IPotential D&% (nomeru) lt/\bné ITE 3 (dekiru) 1ZMf15 (koreru) !'Candrink/eat/do/come !
I I I(taberareru) I I I I
Fm— == + - === + - === + - — == + - == = - - - - - - - = = 4
' . 'DEND AN Y g ! IZens 'Be drunk / eaten / done/ !
IPassive [ [ IZN53 (sareru) ! [ [
I iI(nomareru) i(taberareru) I i(korareru) icome I
P = = + - === + - == + - === + - === e - = = - 4
I I = A X I I— =% I . |
\Causative Id)i‘tﬂ:é ITJ\;‘E‘% X3 (saseru) Ig_g_‘H_'é IMake someone drink / eat / :
I i(nomaseru) i(tabesaseru) I i(kosaseru) ido / come I
Fm = + - - == i i + - - == + - == i it 4
T ! - T-R& S ! - . ! - ! . !
IVolitional IDHS (homou) ! L&D (shiyou) '1T&S (koyou) ILet’sdrink/eat/do/come !
| | I(tabeyou) |

P - = = + - == + - - == + - === + - == e - - - = - 4
lImperative 1D & (nome) 1feR3 (tabero) 1L A (shiro) 1 LY (koi) IDrink! / Eat! / Do it! / Come! 1
P = = + - == + - == + - === + - == e - - - = - 4
| | - = | 4+= A= = | | | |
Conditional 12475 JeNTES \L7=5 (shitara) 1875 (kitara)  1If drank/ ate / did / came |
I 1(nondara) I(tabetara) I I I
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1. Group 1 Verbs (Godan) 3. Group 3 Verbs (Irregular Verbs)
How to Recognize:

How to Recognize.

e These verbs end in u, and the last syllable changes e Only two verbs in this group:
depending on the conjugation. o ¥ % (suru)-todo.

e Common endingsinclude 5, <, 9, 2,8, T, X, 3. o < % (kuru) - to come.

e Example: L (nomu) - to drink. You’ll have to memorize these.

How They Change: How They Change:
1.9% (todo):

e Stem changes depending on the conjugation. o Polite Form: 9% > L &9 (shimasu).

e Dictionary Form: ®E (nomu) > stem is D. o Negative Form: 3% > L7\ (shinai).
o To conjugate, you drop the last “u.” o Te-form: 9% > LT (shite).

e Polite Form: DL » D& F 9 (homimasu). o Past Form: 9% - L7 (shita).

e Negative Form: L »> D ¥/ L) (homanai). 2.< % (to come):

e Te-form: Rules based on the final syllable: o Polite Form: < % > F X9 (kimasu).
o 5,D,%>>2C(eg,dHD~>H>o7). o Negative Form: < % > C72\\ (konai).
o L, RN, MB>ATI(eg, DT ->DAT). o Te-form: < % > & T (kite).
o <->WT,<¢>WVT(eg,n< »HWNT). o Past Form: < % » & 7c (kita).

o §->LTl(eg,dBY > FaLT).

2. Group 2 Verbs (Ichidan)
How to Recognize:

e These verbs end in % with an -eru or -iru sound in
their dictionary form.

¢ No stem changes, making them simpler than Group
1verbs.

e Example: 7c\% (taberu) - to eat.

How They Change:

e Stem stays constant across conjugations.
Dictionary Form: 7=\ % (taberu) - stem is 7.
o To conjugate, you drop the “ru”

Polite Form: 7eX% > feRXE T (tabemasu).

e Negative Form: 7=R% > 7o R7R L) (tabenai).
Te-form: Simply add T:

TorRB > 1oRT.
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