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5. The cases / OL TTWOoELG
In a higly inflected language as Greek the role of the words in the sentence is not indicated by their
position but by their cases.

Cases are the different forms Greek words as articles, nouns, adjectives, pronouns, participles can
have. The form of the words changes at the ending, the first part of the words, the so-called stem, does
not change.

Modern Greek has four cases:

1% : the nominative

2" : the genitive

3" : the accusative (in ancient Greek 4™")

4% : the vocative (case of direct address, in ancient Greek 5%)

The nominative
The nominative indicates:
1. the subject in the sentence
H EAévn ayopalel pnAa. Helen buys apples.

2. the predicate in the sentence as well, when linking verbs are used:
O Nikog sival KaAdg padntrc. Nikos is a good pupil.

The genitive
The genitive indicates:
1. Possession
To autokivnto tou Nikou. Niko's car.
To modnAato thg Mapiag. Maria’s bicycle.

2. The subject (The genitive with nouns related to verbs may indicate the subject of the action.
If these nouns convert to verbs, the word in genitive will become the subject of the sentence.)
H vikn twv Znaptiatwv. OL Inaptidrteg viknoav. The victory of the Spartans. (The Spartans
won.)

3. The object (The genitive with nouns related to verbs may indicate the direct object of the
action. If these nouns convert to verbs, the word in genitive will become the direct object of
the sentence.)

Eivat oL dpoupoi tng xwpag. Dpoupouv T xwpa. They are the guardians of the country. (They
guard the country)

4. The indirect object in the sentence, mostly persons or personal pronouns or the direct object
with certain scholarly verbs and other, not easy to classify, verbs that denote expression,
possession, action of the senses, e.g.: nyoUpat (lead), Spattopat (take), phw (speak), amaviw
(answer), e€nyw (explain), tnAedpwvw (phone), polalw (take after)

H ylaywd Sivel tng Mapiag éva Saxtulisbt. Grandmother gives Maria a ring.
Tou Sivw £va BLBAio. | give him a book.

Tng Sivw kade. | offer her coffee.

Tn¢ tnAedwvnoa. | phoned her.

MoldleL ToU TP TOU. He takes after his father.
Hyeltal Tou otpatelpatog. He leads the troops.

ApAtTopal TNG EVKapiog. | take the opportunity.
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Age, date, time

Eipat 23 (eikoot TpLwV) Xpovwv.

Ta yevéBALa pou eival otig 15 Maptiou.
Ita péoa tng efdopadac.

Cause
H AUTtn TOU anMoXwpPLoMoU.

Purpose, use

Ta&idL avapuxig.
Mamnoutola opeLfaciog.

Characteristic
AvOpwIOC TWV YPOUUATWV.

Quantity

Ayopaoe pio yoAOTIOUAQ TEOCOAPWV KIAWV.

‘EXeL A6€L0 TPLWV HNVWV.
Origin
Karmvioto tupi MetodBou.

Familial relationship
O adehdo¢ TnG Mapiag.

Place
H pdxn tov Mapabwva.

The accusative
The accusative

1.

indicates the direct object in the sentence:

O Nikog yvwpilel tov Kwota.
O Kwotag yvwpilel tnv EA€vn.

is used after a preposition:

e to Niko with ...
amno tnv EAévn from ...
yla tov Kwota for ...
otov Avépéa to ...
otnv Avva to ...

may indicate time:

| am 23 years old.
My birthday is on the 15th of March.
In the middle of the week.

The sorrow of the farewell.

Leisure trip.
Climbing shoes.

A literate person.

He/She bought a four kilos turkey.
He/She has a three months leave.

Smoked cheese from Metsovo.

Maria’s brother.

The battle of Marathon.

Nikos knows Kosta.
Kostas knows Helen.

MNote Oa mag otn Mapio;
Tn Acgutépa.

When wil you go to Maria?
On Monday.

The vocative
The vocative is used to address somebody:
Kwota! Niko! EAévn! Tatpé!

Nouda!  Kupieg ko kUpLot!
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