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Common Japanese Idioms

Meaning

sharp-minded; very clever

can't hold one’s head up; feel
indebted or inferior

wel I-connected; know many people

save face; one's reputation is
preserved

show on one’s face

talkative; unable to keep secrets

tight-lipped; keeps secrets

smooth-talking; good at flattery

suit one’s taste
painful ly true; hard to hear
hear about; come to one’s ears

have a good eye; good judgment

have no resistance to; be crazy
about

come into view; catch one's eye

glance through; read over

doubt one's eyes: be hard to believe

be proud of; feel honored

be irritating; get on one's nerves

Example

RIFEASINBDT, I CICHEZMRRLET,
FIFKREICITES LAY FE A,

WIFEMNLLDT, WAWELAZH>TVETS,
SEFBOEMNILIDKL ST, BFEMNFIERITELS

o

SHLLRFLMNEICHTVET £,
WEABELD S, TOFEIFLEDEIALLY,

BEEANBODT, RIODLTEEET,

WEAMNSIFLDT, DIMELTLEVET,

COHBIROOICEVET,
ZTOEREFEMNENTTA, ELLTY,
ZDIDHENEIZAYELT,
BEEENEVDT, WIMEREEVET,

MEHWELDOICELAHY FE A,

RO THLWEABIZAYE L=,
REANCLAR—MZBZBLTLLEEL,

ZTOARERT, BERELFELE,

BEFNIFEOHLNT,. BIEENAETT,
HONDELAIZPVLEIZDODEFET,

Common Japanese Idioms

Translation

He is very sharp-minded, so he solves
problems quickly.

I feel indebted to my teacher and can't
really hold my head up.

He is well-connected, so he knows many
different people.

This time, we took it on so that he could
save face.

Your happy feelings are showing on your face.

He can't keep secrets, so you d better not
tell him this.

She keeps secrets, so you can talk to her
with confidence.

He is smooth-talking, so I end up believing
him.

This dish suits my taste.
That opinion is hard to hear, but it's true.
I heard that rumor.

She has good judgment, so she chooses good
works.

I'm crazy about sweets.

A new shop caught my eye near the station.

Please glance through the report before
submitting it.

When 1 saw that scene, 1 couldn’'t believe my
eyes.

I'm proud that my son was praised.

That person’s way of speaking is a little
irritating.



Yak Yacker - yakyacker.com

Expression
HaAS Ly o 1Ly

ME&RS

fEAIID

2%
EAERL
SMNES
K[ASEE L
K[HFEL
K[UBVEL

KHFI<C
FHRRYLL

FHHGWN

FEEY
FE#HKL<
B%5|25kS
BHH2
BAED <

BIzhb
BERCTS

BEHD

BORATY S

BOFHEY 20

BEMLSD

yakyacker. com

Reading
Ths o (ELy

ThzlEd
Fohf=2

F5zEhsd
[F5H< ALY
ENHS
ENDLL
ENLbL
ENEELL

EAEl
THfE=Y &L

THTHL

TENT
TzH<
HLEVSIED
HLMKTS
HLEBEDL

KUIZH S
KUELEMNLCT D

h=%3%2D

M=DIZHEY B

RIDTEAY =LY

RIENSD

Meaning

filled with emotion

stand tall; be proud

get angry

speak frankly; open up

sly; having a black heart
get along well; be compatible
strong-willed; assertive
timid; weak-willed

feel heavy-hearted; reluctant

be considerate; attentive

be short-handed; not have enough
hands

can't afford; can't bring oneself to
act

lend a hand; help out

cut corners; slack off

hold someone back; hinder

go over budget; run a deficit

stop going; drift away from visiting

be fired; lose one's job

wait eagerly

take someone’ s side; support

feel relieved after a burden is
|ifted

be so busy that any help would be
we | come

act innocent; hide one’s true nature

Example
ZEXTHANSEWNZHY FLT,

KIEFEDOHEIZRER>TVET,
ZTABEWAESND EBENILD,

ZATEZEE-TELEL,
HDNFENRNERLET,
REFRMNEVET,
BRIFHABEVATT,
FFFEILDI A, [HFEMN 0T,
BHEOSEEEZD EINEL,

BREFISHAFCDT, LWIOILBINYET,
SREFARYLELLT, ILLLTT,

CONYTIFELSTEREAL,

HoTWaRELIZFZELF LT,
HETFEZHROTREVTEE A,
BRI EE. AABDRESIDERYET,
RITTPELYRMHEL

LT, HOFBIZBIEDNTVET,

BIEFsHEEITG o=
FELELIFERENBZEZRS LTHL2>TWS,

REIEVWDEBLFOEEFED,

RENMEHLOT, BOTFATY =,

SIBOFL/YLWDEFETLL,

BEXIFARTEIEENSO>TLVD,

Common Japanese Idioms

Translation

I was filled with emotion at the graduation
ceremony.

He is proud of his work.

It makes me angry when someone talks to me
like that.

The two of us spoke frankly.

[ feel that person is sly.

I get along well with him.

She is a strong-willed person.
[ was timid when I was a child.

[ feel reluctant when I think about
tomorrow’ s meeting.

She is considerate, so she always helps me.

We are short-handed today, so we're busy.

This bag is too expensive, so | can't afford
it.

I helped a friend who was in trouble.

You must not cut corners at work.

If you are late, you will hold everyone back.
The trip went over budget.

I' ve stopped going to that shop because I'm
busy.

He was fired from the company.

The children are eagerly waiting for the day
of the field trip.

The teacher always takes the weaker child’ s
side.

The presentation is over, and I feel
relieved.

I'm so busy right now that I'd welcome any
help.

She acts innocent in front of other people.
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Meaning
bitter enemies; like cats and dogs

get along well; click with someone

be baffled by something strange or
uncanny

be hard to handle; troublesome
be hard work: be tiring
humble; polite and respectful

slow to get started; reluctant to
act

to be astonished; to be impressed

beyond one’s control; impossible to
handle

to be in sync; to work well together

to show up briefly; to drop by

to go out of one's way to visit
to get angry; to be irritated

to listen carefully; to pay
attention

to interfere; to butt in

to take measures; to reach an
agreement

to make up one’ s mind; to resolve
to take one’s eyes off

to humble someone; to cut someone
down to size

to be crestfallen; to be
disappointed

to be at a loss: to be worried

to be extremely embarrassed

Example
HOZANEKIED BT,
W=HEEFNDHTE2=DIZENAE 2T,

EOEDHEERF., FHTMIDEFEN K527

o

HOFITRBITEMNBEIT B,
COERFEMNTN D,
RITEMNMEC T, HEICTHTESR,
BIIVDELENEL T, BHMEIBINEL,

BOEEAITITEEE-,
ZOMERL S FITARGL,

HDZANIFRHBE-TLVD,
REORYICKRELDE~NEEL L=

HhEHIEETEEEATL,
HDEWAHIZIXEEIZHET-,
FEDFEICEEEIT =,
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MR EfRR T H=DICF%EITo 7=,

RIIBET D LICEZRDT=,
FEILNGCHERMSBNT,
RENMRDEET o 1=

HERITEL T, KEIBEEHRE L1

BEMNS T, BEBATVES,

HAEDRITEAT, EALRAHIBNTLL,

Common Japanese Idioms

Translation
Those two are bitter enemies

We got along well even though it was our
first meeting

What just happened was |ike being baffled by
something uncanny

That kid is really hard to handle
This task is hard work
He is humble and polite to everyone

He is always slow to act and doesn’t move
easily

I was amazed by his memory

That problem is already beyond my control

Those two are in sync

I dropped by my friend s shop on the way home
from work

[ went out of my way to visit the store
I got angry at the way he said that

[ listened carefully to the teacher's talk

Don’ t butt into other people’s conversation.

We took measures to solve the problem.

He made up his mind to study abroad
Don' t take your eyes off the child

The senior member cut him down to size

He was crestfallen after failing the exam

There are so many problems, I'm at my wit's
end.

[ tripped in front of everyone and was so
embarrassed 1 wished I could disappear
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Meaning
to let something slip

hard of hearing

to be extremely busy: to feel dizzy

to treat with contempt:; to dismiss
coldly

to feel relieved

to be calm and resolute; to have
guts

to get distracted

to be elaborate; to be intricately
made

to quit a bad habit or shady
business

to poke one’s nose into something

to waste time; to loaf around

to fudge numbers; to lie about age
or figures

something wasted on someone who
can't appreciate it

to relax and enjoy oneself while the
boss is away

to ignore one's own faults while
criticizing others

something ineffective or pointless

to warn firmly; to put someone on
notice

to say something over and over

Example
AME->T. MEZE>TLFEVELT,
HRIFENEVDT, KEWETELET,

SHEAEMELL T, BAESBIFETLT=.
BRICERLELG. RTHLODOATRERT L,
HERICEH LT, WELTESLELT,
%?ﬁ%@%i@ﬁtﬁﬁﬁbofhé&5tﬁii
?;;Eﬁﬁétﬁﬁﬁaf~@ﬁﬁéiﬁ&o
COHEBR>FNMRAATVT, ETHEKRLILTT,
BITBMPIEERZREL. ELDHICHESIHOEL=.
HBFEYANDCELITHEEE2RAFTHVIESIHALNTT &

o

HOANZVWDHLHEFTO>TLET,
BRIFEHEHERATVES,

COEMELKICHITHOIIMI/MHTT,

FENVGLA G, BOFHEICERET. #ALTIE
ATWLET,

BAOZEFMICEFT. ADZELFESDIFEL
f‘d:L\O
ZTABEIMLEELTH, ZBMhoBEL L,

REICEZLEGWESIZETZERIL 1=,

BRI T 5L 3 O8I LTE -1,

Common Japanese Idioms

Translation
I slipped up and told the secret

My grandfather is hard of hearing, so [ speak
in a loud voice

Work was so busy today it made my head spin.

When 1 asked a question to the store clerk
they treated me with contempt and it was
unpleasant

I passed the exam and felt a great sense of
relief.

He seemed calm and col lected before the
important presentation.

When the TV is on, | get distracted and can't
study.

This dish is elaborately prepared and very
delicious

He turned his back on his bad crowd and
started working honestly

You' d better not stick your nose too much
into other people’s business

That person is always loafing around

She is fudging her age

Giving this art book to my little sister is
|like pearls before swine

Since the teacher is away, we are all
playing, like doing laundry while the demon
is away.

It's not good to put your own things on the
shelf and only talk about others

Warning from that far away is like eye drops
from the second floor—completely ineffective

I warned my friend not to be late

My mother told me to study so many times that
her mouth became sour.
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Meaning

to want something desperately

to take advantage of someone’s
weakness

in severe financial trouble

to admit defeat: to give in

mutual understanding without words

a once-in-a-lifetime encounter

a dramatic comeback from a desperate
situation

different people have different
tastes

you brought it on yourself

fall down seven times, get up eight:
never give up

someone who quits after a few days

being surrounded by enemies; in a
hopeless situation

with one voice; unanimous

learning new things by studying the
old

killing two birds with one stone

to be exhausted from walking

to be unable to say something no
matter what

to be stunned or dumbfounded

to be sick of hearing something
repeated over and over

Example
CDT—LHILLTHENMNSFNEBIFLES,
BIEFARANTLEIDZERT, Bz RTHWMEERZE
o7
SHIIERENRY BT, ReHIKDES,
AELAITT. DWMIEEEER LT,
HEBRRIEUMED T, AIBEHLHELSTES NS,

ZORITTOHEWE—H—==hE, KEIZLEL
&9,

REDT 21— FTEEREDOHEREFE LT,
FELERYMT+AT+ETT,
BREZLGMhoBohfz, BEBEBRE.

KBLTHEERNETHELRET 5,

WELDL=ZEHHETED D,
RITEERRDIKER o 1=,

HEFEOREFICER L,
BHEAMFOBMTELEES,

HNTRYT D EEFHICHLLE>T—RIET.

—HHRSWTEMNEICE o=,
TABVDENWT ERFOANRITTEERAL,

ZOHLEEENT, BARIZAE ST,
ZOFEIFBLIEICIATES,

Common Japanese Idioms

Translation

[ want this game so much that a hand is
coming out of my throat

He saw I was in a hurry, so he took advantage
of my weakness and named a high price.

This month, living expenses are short, so the
household budget is |ike a cart on fire

After losing many times, he finally gave up.

My best friend and I have a heart-to-heart
connection; we understand each other without
words.

These travel encounters are
once-in-a-lifetime, so let's treasure them

With the last shot, we achieved a
come-from-behind victory, a revival from the
brink

Favorite foods vary from person to person—ten
people, ten colors

[ didn't do my homework and got scolded. It's
my own fault

Even if I fail, I' Il get up and try
again—seven falls, eight rises

He always quits after a few days

He was in a hopeless situation, surrounded by
enemies

The employees agreed unanimously

We study history in the spirit of learning
new things from the old

Walking to work is killing two birds with one
stone, since it also gives me exercise

I walked all day and my legs were exhausted

I could never say something that awful

I was stunned when I heard the news.

I'm sick of hearing that story already
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Meaning

to calm down and think clearly

to feel awkward, ashamed, or
uncomfortable

to be unable to calm one’s anger

to tilt one’s head in puzzlement; to
wonder about something

to be breathless with surprise or
admiration

to be taken in by smooth talk

to take a rest from hard work

to expand one’s activities; to
branch out

to get involved; to meddle; to start
doing something

to wake up:; to become aware

to not believe one's ears

to interrupt: to butt in

to meet face to face

to stop walking; to pause
to nod yes; to agree

to brace oneself; to make up one's
mind

to train with someone stronger: to
seek a challenge

to be considerate; to mind others
feelings

to bow; to apologize humbly

to widen one’ s eyes in surprise

Example
DLEESPLTHLEE S,

HATBDRITERE LT, BEIELI ST,

HDEWVAIZIFEDRAEFESEL,
ZORAZENT, REFEEM LT,

ZORBOELSIZRZEDOATL,

BOADOORECELLENTLEEL,

SHERTEEZRDHFTS,
FAEHE. HEOMBICFELRFELR,

ZORRAEICEFEHEENEI ALY,

HeRICBERFE L,
WOFEEREINT, BT

EOBRPTOERELZNT,

ALSYICRELEEZEDET,

EDRITREIEDT=,
BTN ICEEMICIRST=,
KBMEREBLT, BEEo1=

SRIFEEOHEREY THREL.

TEIFWDEEAYIZEREE- TS,

RITFARCBEE T 1=
ZTnfERERT, BEA LT,

Common Japanese Idioms

Translation

Let's calm down and talk after thinking
clearly.

I felt awkward after failing in front of
everyone

I can’'t calm down after the way he said that

He tilted his head in puzzlement after
hearing the explanation

I was breathless at the beauty of the
scenery.

Please don't be taken in by bad people’s
smooth talk

Today, I will rest at home

I recently branched out into studying
cooking.

You' d better not get involved in that
problem

[ woke up at 6 a.m

[ couldn’t believe my ears when [ heard what
he said.

Don' t interrupt in the middle of the
conversation

I met my friend face to face for the first
time in a while

I stopped walking in front of the store
He quietly nodded yes

I braced myself, prepared for failure.

Today [ practiced by training with a senior
who is stronger than me

She is always considerate of the people
around her.

He bowed deeply to me

I widened my eyes in surprise when I saw the
price.



