A Dictionary of
Arablc Idioms and

Expressions

El Mustapha Lahlali and Tajul Islam



A Dictionary of Arabic
Idioms and Expressions
Arabic-English Translation

El Mustapha Lahlali and Tajul Islam

EDINBURGH

University Press



Edinburgh University Press is one of the leading university presses in the UK. We publish
academic books and journals in our selected subject areas across the humanities and social
sciences, combining cutting-edge scholarship with high editorial and production values

to produce academic works of lasting importance. For more information visit our website:

edinburghuniversitypress.com
© El Mustapha Lahlali and Tajul Islam, 2024

Edinburgh University Press Ltd
13 Infirmary Street
Edinburgh EH1 1LT

Typeset in 14/16 Myriad Arabic by
IDSUK (DataConnection) Ltd, and

printed and bound in Great Britain
A CIP record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 978 1 3995 1432 3 (hardback)
ISBN 978 1 3995 1433 0 (paperback)
ISBN 978 1 3995 1434 7 (webready PDF)
(

ISBN 978 1 3995 1435 4 (epub)

The right of El Mustapha Lahlali and Tajul Islam to be identified as authors of this work has been
asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 and the Copyright
and Related Rights Regulations 2003 (SI No. 2498).

Acknowledgements

We wish to thank our families, friends and colleagues for their support and
encouragement during the compilation of this dictionary. Special thanks
go to the anonymous reviewers for their very positive and constructive
feedback on the manuscript.



Contents

List of Abbreviations ......ceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieieeeeeenaenns iv
[[aYu oY 18Tl 4 o) o v
e, i
ettt ettt et e et e e e et e e et e e rrr e eeraaaaae 54
ettt ettt e e et e et e e et e e et e raeeaa e rreerateaaraaaras 75
et e e e e e e e e ——— 91
T ettt e et e e e ——— et et e e e e e e e e e bbbttt et e eeeeeaee e ananraaee 93
T eeeeeeeeerree et et e e e e ——————taeeeee e e e e tatraaaaaaeeeeeeananans 101
T ettt ettt ———————————————— s 113
ettt et e et e et e ettt et et e et erraa.as 121
et r et e et et e st e e e eeeenne 126
) ettt et et e e et e e et e e et ettt ettt eeraaeeerarnaaan 129
) ettt et e e et e e et e e et —eeeraa—eetata—eeararaeaeraraaaaaes 138
L ottt et e et e et e et e e et ettt e et e e eraaaees 141
L ettt e e e e e et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e —————— ittt eeaeeeeaeaaaa———aaees 149
[ TSRO 158
[ TP 165
o e, 171
o e 179
ettt as 180
PP PUPPPPPPPRN 203
ittt ee et e e e e et e e e et e e e e et e e e e et eeear e earataaaans 207
00 ettt ——————————————————— 225
e 241
G et 258
B ettt ttteiteierieiieei ittt ee s eaaeeeereaaeaaens 285
ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e et —ee e et eeaa—eeararaeaerataaaaaes 321
D ettt ettt eeeeeeteeeeteteeeettt—eeetttaaeeattaaeerrtaeearataaaaaes 330
9 ettt e e et —eee et —ee ettt —eeett——eeert—eeeta—eeeraaeeeraaaaaaes 336
(8 teeettttee et eee et —e e e et e et eera e erat——eerra—aaarnaaaaaes 348



Abbreviations

adj. adjective
adv. adverb
Chr. Christian
e.g. for example
esp. especially
fig. figuratively
foll. following
gram. grammar
Isl. Islamic

jur. juristic

lit. literally

o.s. oneself
prep. preposition
s.b. somebody
5.0. someone
s.th. something



Introduction

This is your one-stop shop for developing your vocabulary, academic
writing, translation and comprehension through the acquisition of Arabic
idioms and stylistic expressions.

This dictionary provides readers with a comprehensive glossary of
Arabic idioms and expressions, translated into English. The wide range
of idioms and expressions are very practical for learners, translators
and academics who wish to expand their knowledge of Arabic idioms
and expressions, and develop their Arabic translation and academic
writing skills. This easy-to-access dictionary covers up-to-date idiomatic
expressions reflecting different registers.

The main objectives of this dictionary can be summarised as follows:

1. Introduce learners to key idioms and expressions reflecting different
registers.

2. Equip learners, translators and academics with a collection of multi-
faceted key idiomatic and stylistic expressions to aid them in their
translation, writing and comprehension.

3. Enhance awareness of key Arabic idioms and expressions and their
translations.

4. Facilitate the task of accessing and using idioms and expressions
alphabetically.

5. Develop their Arabic writing style.

Structure and Organisation

In term of the structure and organisation, this dictionary follows
conventional dictionary formats and as such there are no breakdown
of idioms into sections or themes, but all are listed alphabetically. The
entries are organised alphabetically on the Alif-Ya’ (A-Z) scale. There
is no criteria for selecting idiomatic expressions as the dictionary aims
to accommodate all genres and types of idioms. In doing so, major
modern and classic references and dictionaries such as Lisan al-‘Arab,
Hans Wehr, Oxford Arabic Dictionary, al-Mawrid and other pertinent
references have been consulted to ensure a wide range of idioms have
been included.

This dictionary is considered a key reference and it is hoped that it will
supplement existing textbooks and will be most useful for intermediate



vi  Introduction

and advanced learners of Arabic, native Arabic speakers, translators and
interpreters.

Our major drive for developing this idiomatic dictionary is the learners’
pressed need for a comprehensive glossary or a dictionary of Arabic idioms
and expressions, which will help them in their translation and writing. Our
students would often ask us to provide them with translations of idioms
to help them with translating and comprehending texts. It was evident
on numerous occasions in Arabic classes that current dictionaries are
not of much help to students when translating idioms and expressions
into English. Some of the dictionaries do not cover all Arabic idioms
and often only offer a selection. This dictionary incorporates major modern
and classical Arabic idioms and expressions. This will equip learners
with a compilation of idioms required for understanding, translating and
interpreting Arabic texts, both modern and classical.

The dictionary also makes idiomatic expressions visible to learners
and translators, helping them to recognise and identify key idioms and
expressions, which are often invisible in existing dictionaries.

With the growing interest in learning Arabic, and with the high demand
for translating different texts and registers, this compilation will be very
useful for learners of Arabic at the intermediate and advanced levels,
translators and interpreters. The dictionary will also be of great benefit
to native speakers of Arabic with a special interest in translation and
interpreting from Arabic into English. Learners and translators will have
at their disposal a comprehensive and easy-to-use dictionary/glossary
of idiomatic expressions, organised alphabetically and covering up-to-
date idioms. In addition to facilitating the process of mastering formal
Arabic, this dictionary aims at developing language skills for learners,
translators, interpreters and academics. It is therefore useful for different
Arabic language and translation programmes at the undergraduate and
postgraduate levels here in the UK and beyond.

This dictionary covers over 8,000 idioms and expressions, both
modern and classical, making it one of the most comprehensive in the
field of Arabic studies. We therefore believe that it will fill an existing gap
in the field. It will certainly contribute to the discipline and supplement
available dictionaries and glossaries. What sets this dictionary apart
from others is its attempt to provide a comprehensive list of idioms
and their translations, covering new idioms in different registers and
contexts, including timely themes such as COVID-19. It is hoped that
this dictionary will become the foremost reference for Arabic idioms
and expressions.
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Accessing the Dictionary

Concerning the structure and organisation, this dictionary does
not attempt to categorise the entries into sections or themes, but is
organised in alphabetical order, from Alif to Ya’. Organising the entries
alphabetically will facilitate the task of searching particular idioms and
expressions by looking for the headword of the idiom. To facilitate the
task of searching, some entries, especially those that may have more
than one vocalisation, are vocalised to ensure that the right meaning
and translation are provided.
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Handed down from father to
son, as s.th. inherited from
forefathers

Vanities, falsehoods

Before she could say a word,
he exclaimed ...

To degrade o.s., demean o.s.

To rob, fleece s.o., to lift money
out of people’s pocket, relieve
people of their money

Forced smile

To try to ingratiate s.o.

To strive for God's grace
Forever and ever

To express one’s opinion about
To express a wish or desire

To display a hostile, threatening
attitude

To clear o.s. from guilt, exonerate

The most outstanding or
conspicuous phenomenon

Tardier than Noah'’s raven, i.e.
slower than a ten-year itch

To escape, run away (abscond)
Maintenance of the status quo
To recover from an illness

To report s.th. to the police

He did his utmost, but without
success
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2 Arabic Idioms and Expressions

Human being, lit. son of Adam

A man of the world, a sophisticated
man, product of his time

Native

Vagabond, tramp, wayfarer,
traveller

He knows the job from the ground
up, inside out, he is the right
man for it

A famous, well-known man,
a celebrity

Our countryman, our fellow
tribesman

lllegitimate son

Legitimate son, decent fellow
His own son, his offspring
Short lived, ephemeral

Moustached, sporting a
moustache

Responsible for, answerable
for...

Hunchback

The parents, father and mother
He insisted on doing it

God willed that ...

To enjoy an excellent reputation,
stand in good repute

To walk slowly, unhurriedly

In observance of, according to
To pursue a policy

To follow a school of Islamic law
To keep to the right

Unanimity, uniting of views
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Concord, agreement, harmony
To take the necessary measures
To mistake cause and effect

To act in a suitable or appropriate
manner

To take up new positions (troops)
To take a decisive step

To take a form or shape

To pass or adopt a resolution

To take s.o. as an example, model
s.o. after s.o.

To regard s.th. as an expedient for

To take an attitude, assume a
position

Vagueness of expression
The rent is beyond repair

To get in touch with s.o. by
telephone

To catch fire

To trouble, worry, bother,
harass s.o.

To burn with zeal (energy) for

So as to complete the number, in
order to round off the amount

To do s.th. unheard of, do an
unprecedented thing

To bear fruit
To bring, produce, advance
To come out with s.th. new

To destroy everything, wreak
havoc

To steal, to sneak up to
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4 Arabic Idioms and Expressions

He met with success, he was
successful

He was given the opportunity,
he had the chance

To infuriate s.o., excite s.o.
To stir up dust
To bring up a question, a problem

To determine s.o!s identity,
identify s.o.

To fix the precise wording of
a text

To prove one’s identity

To put s.th. down in writing, get
s.th. on paper

To massacre the enemy
To weaken s.o. by inflicting wounds

To wallop s.o., give s.o. a sound
thrashing

To burden s.o. or s.th.

To bereave a mother of her son

To delight, please, gratify s.o.

It snowed, was snowing

Prices that are beyond competition
During, meanwhile, in the course of

To speak in the most laudatory
terms of s.o., to extol s.o. to the
skies

Favoured, preferred

To comply with s.0’s request, to
respond to s.0’s demands

In answer to your request
To play (an instrument)

To master a language
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To weigh s.th. thoroughly,
ponder s.th.

To let one’s eyes wander about,
look around

To overcome obstacles

His fame spread throughout
the world

To mull over one’s grief
To do evil things

They chewed the old cud over,
kept saying the same things

They united, joined forces, came to
an agreement, they were agreed
that...

To light, kindle, start (a fire)
To be useful

Adequate payment or wages
A mere pittance

Enforcement, implementation of
s.th.

Deterrence measures

To treat s.th. in the same manner as,
put s.th. on equal footing with

Transport charges, cartage,
carriage, freight

To alarm s.o,, fill s.o0. with
apprehension

He brought them to the
expression of ..., caused them
to voice or utter s.th.

To carry out an experiment
To conduct an investigation
To conduct an interview

To dispense a sacrament
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6  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To grant s.o. a subsidy

To give generously, open-
handedly

Consensus

There is general convocation
that ...

To sum up | would say ...
They made a joint decision
To put one’s mind to

To exert o.s.

To burst into tears

She induced an abortion
Tuition fees

Fares

A few thousand
One-dimensional
Premonition, bright expectation

To be wrapped in obscurity,
be completely ambiguous

To know s.th. thoroughly
Familiarity with, acquaintance with
He let him know about

To like about s.o. that he ...

To be more than found of

To burn with wrath at, over
Protection from or against
Caution!

To be self-respecting

To sacrifice s.th. in anticipation of
God's reward in the hereafter

To give a son, be bereaved of a son

To die
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To remain loyal to s.o.
To maintain, uphold one’s rights

To keep, appropriate, reserve
for o.s.

His face turned red, his face was
flushed

It impressed him, affected him,
touched s.th. inside him

To take over s.0!s functions
To occupy the foremost place

To have or hold a strong,
powerful position

Probabilities, possibilities
To look sharply at, stare at
To scrutinise

To glance sharply

Simultaneous event

To bring about s.th. evil, do mischief

(Isl. Law, to commit a ritual
impurity)

To fix one’s glance on

To put s.0. under pressure, threaten

5.0.s position

To come through with flying
colours, carry the day, score a
great success

To win a victory

To spend the night doing s.th.,
burn the midnight oil over ...

To feel guilty
Sense of inferiority

The best outcome, the happy
ending
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8

Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To make a good choice
To aim accurately
To have a good opinion of

To make a good practical
application of s.th.

Better off than they are

To grasp or understand
s.th. well

To give good advice

To treat s.o. well

Well done! Bravo!

To bring s.th. along

To help truth come into its own
Is that really so? Really?

God’s commands

To erect solid barriers

To do s.th. carefully, thoroughly

To plan one’s actions precisely,
organise well

To tie up s.th. tightly

To lock the door firmly
To master a language
To pay attention to s.th.

To cause s.0. or s.th. to take the
place of s.o. or s.th. else

Blood-red, deep-red
In greater need of s.th.

To commemorate (a deceased
person)

To burn the midnight oil

To spend the night in prayer
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To give a performance
Cultivation of virgin land

In commemoration of, in
memoriam

Occasionally, sometimes

To be pensioned off, be retired, be
superannuated

False reports

To be humble before God

The Lord has taken ... unto Himself
To shrill in s.0’s ears

To break the ranks

To dazzle the eyes

To talk rapidly, half swallowing
one’s words

To disappear from sight

To lose one’s balance

To be mentally deranged

The conditions are not fulfilled
To be filled with sorrow

To sneak up on s.o.

To glance furtively at s.o.

Everything became confused, got
into a state of utter confusion

To be different, differ according to
the kind of ...

Of one’s own accord

To make one’s preparations for,
prepare o.s. for

To go by boat, took a ship
To take revenge

Voting, vote
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10  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

The matter was put to a vote
To take s.th. seriously

To prepare to do s.th.

To study under s.o.

To make preparations, prepare o0.s.,
get ready

To take down s.0!s personal
description

To adopt modern civilisation
To catch everyone’s eye

To take revenge, avenge o.s.
To repay like for like

To catch the eye

To apply os. to, attend to, engage
in, cultivate, practise s.th.

To collar s.o,, seize s.o. by the collar
To hold to the letter of the law
To try to please s.0, to reassure s.o.
To agree with s.o.

To consider seriously, bear in mind,
take into consideration

To win or captivate the hearts

To help s.o., stand by s.o., look
after s.o.

To seize, take by the forelock,
tackle properly

To take revenge
To wrest away, take away by force

To be on one’s guard, take
precautions

To receive one’s due, get what one
deserves
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To be on one’s guard, take
precautions

To ask for s.0!s opinion, consult s.o.
To take a picture
To make preparations for s.th.

To be taken by surprise, be caught
unaware

To feel offended by, take offence at
To take s.o!s breath away

To obstruct s.o/s way, hinder s.o.
from moving on

To put s.o. under an obligation

To exact a promise from s.o.,
pledge s.o.

To take s.0/s measure (tailor)

To adopt the same course as s.o.,
follow s.o!s example

To take its course
To take one’s seat, to sit down

To completely overcome,
overpower, seize s.o. (also, e.g.
of fatigue, emotion, sensation)

To seize s.0., take possession of s.o.
(a sensation or the like)

To draw breath

To do business, deal with,
maintain relations with

To consummate marriage
To win respect, gain prestige
Discussion, debate

Give and take, trade, dealings
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12 Arabic Idioms and Expressions

| caught sight of a book
She took me in her arms
We got caught in the rain

He was overcome with
astonishment

Sleep overwhelmed him
To be friendly, be nice to s.o.

He took all of it, lock, stock and
barrel

To punish s.o. for his offence

To grab s.o. by the throat, to have
power over s.o.

To help s.o., stand by s.o.

To shoulder s.th., take s.th. upon
0.s., assume s.th.

The other

Eventually, finally, in the end, after
all

To break wind

He said what he had intended to
say

Get out of here!
Grief drove him out of his mind

To upset, discompose, disconcert
s.0.

To rob s.o. of his property,
dispossess

To change, disfigure s.o. or s.th.
Beat it! Scram!

The most select elite, the creme de
la créme
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To mispronounce

He confused the two things,
he mistook one thing for
the other

His expectations do not come true,
are not fulfilled

He drew the wrong conclusions
He failed, was unsuccessful

He lacked it

The lesser of two evils

To fail miserably

To lower one’s voice

Common people, rabble

To rest

To worship God faithfully and
sincerely

To love s.o. dearly

To be loyally attached to s.o.
or s.th.

To disappoint one’s hopes

To fail to keep one’s promise, to go
back on one’s word, to break his
word

To open the way for

To let s.0. say whatever he likes, let
s.o. talk freely

To release s.o.

To be all ears for, listen intently to
To exonerate s.o.

To make room

Benevolent person

Trustworthy
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14 Arabic Idioms and Expressions

His brother on the paternal and
maternal side, his brother-
german, his full brother

The best people, the best of all people

Last but not least

To let one’s eyes roam over ...
A strong condemnation

The day is over

To turn one’s back on s.b.
Inserting amendments

To save money

To amend

To bring about a change in
To admit s.o. to hospital

Be in vain

To blacklist s.b.

To include an item in the agenda
He got the point

To be fully aware of s.th.

To fall into disuse, pass out of use
A false allegation

False allegations

To make a statement

To put forward an argument
To make one’s contribution

To greet, salute

To testify, give evidence

To take an examination

To render a service

To fulfil a mission
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To perform the prescribed prayer
promptly and on time

To accomplish a task

To do one’s duty

To fulfil a function, to fill a post
To take an oath

The surface of the earth

Lithosphere, earth’s crust

If what the newspapers say is true, ...

namely that ...
If it is inevitable that . ..
To broadcast news
To broadcast a programme
TV broadcast
To cause him trouble
To accept a verdict
To respect a decision
To give into his demands
To fan the flames of revolution
It was close to midnight

To show signs of the imminent
downfall (end)

To call to prayer
The sun was about to set
The Netherlands

To sacrifice one’s honour, abase
o.s., disgrace s.o.

Artisans, craftsmen
Vast profits

Personal connection
A strong commitment

To withdraw, retreat
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16  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To abandon his religion
To withdrew, turn back
To get dressed

To be terrified, violent fear or
excitement seized him

To shake with fever

To tremble with fear

A rise in sea level

To ascend the throne

To mount the pulpit

To make a mistake

To commit an offence

To commit a massacre

To lean on one’s cane

To throw o.s. at s.b’s feet
It is most likely, probably
Sending letters

Sending through the mail
To send out signals

To dispatch a letter

To utter cries

To send letter after letter
Frozen assets

Solid or firm ground
Wasteland

He showered me with kindness
To attach a file

Abler, more capable, more qualified
Stress

To strain one’s nerves

To exhaust s.b.
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To be worn out by s.th.

He looked past me, he snubbed me

To get rid of s.th.

To remove obstacles
Dispelling doubts
To abstain from vice
Heavy traffic
Economic boom
Split personality
Diglossia

Gradual increase
Steady increase

To disturb his friend
He decided to travel

Old times, ancient times

To abuse, misuse, misemploy s.th.

To misjudge

Features, facial expression
Primarily

To pour forth floods of ink

To fulfil s.o’s wish, comply with
s.0)s request

Luxury

To perform the ritual ablution
properly
Weekly

Full professor

To eradicate s.th., eliminate s.th.

radically
To hurt s.0s honour

To proscribe, outlaw s.o.
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18  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

It became clear to him that ...
To regard s.th. as auspicious

To be eliminated, drop out (in a
competition)

Everything went well with him

He went on saying, he continued
with the words ...

To make s.o. angry

To find s.o. unbearable, dislike s.o.
In deference to, in answer to

To recuperate

To gather one’s thoughts

To gather one’s strength

To be good, commendable

To know English well

To be ashamed of s.th., to feel
embarrassed by

To ask God for proper guidance in

He got carried away by enthusiasm
He was beside himself with joy

To learn a lesson

To derive benefit from, profit from
To exact a promise from s.o.

To secure generous contributions
To get s.b. to admit doing s.th.

To lure him into the trap

To call a witness
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To reclaim s.th. from s.b.
To regain his strength
To speak at great length
To gasp, pant

To eavesdrop, to monitor (radio,
telephone, etc.)

To glance furtively at s.0., give s.0. a
surreptitious look

To be or become fuming with
rage, flare up, fly off the handle

To be martyred, die as a martyr

To attest the meaning of a word by
a verse

To bring about, obtain s.th., esp. a
legal judgement

To issue an ordinance
To feel inferior

To realise all one’s assets, to
confiscate s.0’s property

To find or deem s.th. pleasant,
good, agreeable

Thereupon he proceeded to speak
about ..., then he broached the
subject of ..., after that he went
on to say that ...

Poll, survey

To seek information about s.o. or
s.th.

To consult s.0., ask s.0’s advice or
opinion
To be terrified

To got out of one’s mind (with
astonishment or fright)
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20  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To seek to conciliate, propitiate or
win over s.o0.

He brought severe measures to
bear upon him

He brought harsh measures to
bear on him

To continue to laugh

To hide one’s head in one’s clothes
so as not to see or hear

| ask God'’s forgiveness!

He was unable to speak, he was
dumb-struck, he was speechless

To cease the opportunity

To exert o.s., make every effort
To resign, tender one’s resignation
To keep, stick to s.th.

He said the right thing about .. .,
he talked sense about ...

In the future

It was decided to ..., a resolution
was passed on s.th., the decision
was reached to ...

He finally became ..., he ended up
as...

To be firmly established, be in a
secure position

To sit down, get seated

To settle down permanently, to sit
down, not move from one’s seat

His mind dwelled on ...

To make up one’s mind, decide to ...

To be a positive fact with s.o., be
beyond doubt for s.o.

Investigation, examination
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Things were straightened out,
returned to normal

His situation had stabilised
To assume a burden

He alone made it, he was the only
one who made it

To assume a task (or duty)

To be entirely self-reliant, be left
to one’s own devices, to be
independent, manage without
others, get along by o.s.

To thank s.o.
To unsheathe, draw (a sword)
To withdraw gently (s.th. from)

To arouse or attract s.os attention,
catch s.0’s eye

Death defiance, desperate struggle
To apologise for s.th.

He continued in this tone

To keep in touch with s.o.

To exhaust, or avail o.s. of, every
possibility

To take one’s way, go one’s way

He mistook the male camel for
a she-camel (proverbially of a
mistake)

To let o.s. be guided by the
thought

To draw a lesson from
Farewell! God be with you!
To fix a moderate price

To make s.th. one’s concern,
to mean well, have the best
intentions with
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22 Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To embrace s.o. with the arms
To arrest the attention

To catch s.o’s eye, arouse s.0!s
attention

He awoke over the call to prayer,
he was awakened by the adhan

To extend one’s thanks to s.o.,
thank s.o.

To give s.o. (a word of) advice

To make suggestions to s.o.,
advise s.o.

To render s.o. a service

To do s.o. a favour

To be beneficial

To whisper in s.0's ear

Care for the aged

He had the good fortune to ...
To give s.o. a sharp look

To end, result in

Revoking of citizenship
Devaluation of ... (currency)
To cause loss of hair

To forfeit one’s right in s.th., waive
one’s claim to s.th.

To quash a complaint, nonsuit
a case, to withdraw or drop a
complaint

To stand aghast, be at a loss, be
bewildered

To deprive s.o. of his citizenship
Literary style

Pen name, nom de plume
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Following the model or pattern of,
along the lines of, in the same
manner as, like

Pitch black, jet-black

All mankind (lit. the black and
the red)

To fall into discredit, be in disgrace

To celebrate, praise, commend s.o.
or s.th., speak in glowing terms
of s.0. or s.th.

People like Omar, men of Omar’s
quality

The likes of him, his kind

To be doubtful, dubious, obscure
to s.o.

The matter appeared doubtful
to him

To speak in great detail, at great
length about s.th., describe or
explain s.th. elaborately

To reprimand, rebuke s.o. severely
To give s.0. a sound beating

He resembles ..., more than
anything else, he is just like ...

Very much like ...
To resemble s.th. completely

Varieties of food, different dishes or
courses of a meal

Varieties, various kinds of ...

To get entangled, embroiled,
implicated in

To be drawn into a conversation,
become engrossed in a
discussion

To become involved in a war
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24 Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To come to blows or to grips
with s.o.

To be in doubt about s.th, to doubt
s.th.

To become strong, powerful,
vigorous

To aggravate

To be prerequisite, preconditional
for

To impose s.th. as a condition on
s.o, to stipulate s.th

His hair was, or turned, white
To be flaming with rage
To be distracted by s.th. from

To be uneasy, apprehensive,
worried

It was completely black
Blacker
Angrier, more wrathful

As strong as could be, extremely
violent

To portents of the Day of
Judgement

To attribute s.th. wrongly to s.o.

To cast one’s eyes on, turn one’s
glance towards

To draw one’s pen, to prepare to
write

To set up or attribute associates to
God

Cosmic rays
Hard labour

Public works
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To disquiet, disturb, preoccupy

To shun, shirk, be on one’s guard
against

He brought him to the brink of
despair

To auction s.th. off, put s.th. up at
auction

Very famous

To burst into tears, break out into
loud weeping

To score, make goals

To do right, act properly
Industrial accident

He has gone crazy
Directly and indirectly

To be destroyed, be wiped out, leave
nothing but memory behind

Truth has come to light
It became morning
To be destroyed by fire

To have a good morning, begin
the day happily

To get into a situation, come to
a point where .. ., to become,
grow, turn, to be

It is all but decided

To disappear, become dated,
belong to the past, become
obsolete

To become operative, come into
force (law)

To be completely forgotten, fall
into utter oblivion
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26  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

Sectarians, dissenters

Those concerned, the important,
influential people

Dubious persons, people of ill
repute

The Seven Sleepers

To issue (a command, edict,
judgement),

The most reliable, or best, proof for
The most loyal, or best, friend

To fix a bridal dower (for a woman)
To fish in troubled waters

The youngest of his parents’
children

To listen, pay attention, lend one’s
ear to s.th. or s.o.

To have s.o. in mind for s.th.,
choose, select, or single out
s.o. for s.th.

He grew pale, he turned white
The actual reason
To make s.o. burn in the fire

To set s.th. on fire, to fire at s.o.
or s.th.

To make s.o. undergo the most
excruciating pangs of jealousy

To make peace, bring together
people

To mend, improve, ameliorate

To evoke the right intention in
one’s heart (ethical and religious)

She made herself up

To be hard hit, be grievously
afflicted
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To be stricken, attacked, afflicted,
to be killed

To incur multiple wounds

To suffer a loss

Of sound unerring judgement
To waste time

To lose one’s mind

To make s.o. miss an opportunity
Waste of time

To annex a noun (the first member
of a genitive construction) to
another (the second member,
gram.)

He added s.th. of his own
Similar, like
To stop work, to strike

To be prepared for s.th., make up
one’s mind to take s.th. upon o.s.

To desist, abstain from
To go on hunger strike

To get into a state of disorder, get
out of control

Many times as much
Many times, a hundredfold
Confused dreams

What's more, moreover,
furthermore

To bear s.o. a grudge, harbour ill
will against s.o.

To secrete, conceal, hide, keep
secret in one’s heart

He kept staring at him

He stayed a long time
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28  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To keep s.o. waiting a long time

To speak in a forward manner, be
pert, saucy, insolent in speech

He pressed my hand

Fingertips

The extremities of the body, the limbs
The contracting parties

The outskirts of the city

To throw o.s. down, prostrate o.s.
To bow one’s head

To appease s.0s hunger

To work day and night

To manifest its force, set in (e.g.
of a disaster)

The firing at s.th., the shooting
of s.o.

Release of s.o.

Opening of fire, shelling, gunning,
cannonade

His release
Absolutely
To give a free hand to s.o.

To give free rein, impose no restraints,
let things take their course

The medicine loosened his bowels
To fire, shoot at

To incite s.o0. (e.g. a crowd or mob,
to boisterous demonstrations,
emotional outbursts and the like)

To give free rein to s.o. or s.th., give
vent to s.th.

To open fire on, fire or shoot at
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