Basic Verb Conjugation in Japanese & ®SeripingIapar

The first two major verb forms you have to learn in Japanese are known as polite and plain form. They have
other names, such as “masu” form and “dictionary form”, but I'll call them polite and plain here.

In polite form, all verbs conjugate the same. Verbs in the present positive tense (“[verbs]/will [verb]’) end in ~E& 9"

Hi= LIk T:&ijo | (W?::) eat.k In Japanese, the ~& 3~ ending
O)}}g o | (W! ) drink. can indicate both present tense (I do)
HAITFT | (will) walk. and future tense (I will do)

To conjugate polite verbs, we alter this final ~F& 9°. The negative (do/will not) becomes ~& & A, the past
(did) becomes ~% L 1=, and the past negative (did not) becomes ~EFH# A TL 7=.

Hr=LIE =R"EHA, | do/will not eat. Hr=LIE ==L, | ate.
NDH=H A, | do/will not drink. NDH=LT=, | drank.
hdEEtFA, | do/will not walk. b=+ L1, | walked.

% P H-LIFx E=RZFEATLE, | did not eat.
v NDHEEBEATLT=, | did not drink.

(o | HBEEHATLI=, |did notwalk.
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In plain form, the way a verb conjugates depends on its verb type. Japanese verbs have three major types:
irregular verbs, % verbs (a.k.a. ichi-dan verbs), and 5 verbs (a.k.a. go-dan verbs).

The two irregular verbs in Japanese are L &9 (to do/play) and & %39 (to come). You just have to memorize
their various plain form conjugations, as they don’t follow any clear pattern.

L i T Present Past 3 i T Present Past

Positive v5 L7 Positive {3 %x7-

Negative Lew Ligh 7= Negative g /A A NY

H-LIF #F5LC% 0 I clean. H-LIE IZCIZ o I at 2.
o L& LAY, | do/will not clean. [ZCIZZ 70N, | won’t come at 2.
52L& L7T=, | cleaned. [ZLCIz2&1-, | came at 2.

5 LZ#LGh o7z, |did not clean. [ZCIzZ ot | didn’t come at 2.
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The first major pattern is for % verbs. To change between polite and plain form, switch ~& 9 and ~%

=NI¥d S =% HrEdT S HlFs

From the ~4% ending, we can then conjugate further by replacing ~%:

For the present negative (do not verb), change ~% to ~7& 1Y

c7E BT S, (will/do) open the door.
BHITIELY, will/do not open the door.

For the positive past (did verb), change ~% to ~7=

cT7%E BT S (will/do) open the door.
HIT1=, opened the door.
For the past negative (did not verb), change ~% to ~7&/m > 7=
9 m You can also think of this as a two-step c7E HIT S, (will/do) open the door.
v process of changing B IT7ELN, will/do not open the door.
a ~54 to ~7Z Ly and then ~7ZE Ly to ~7ZEhv o 1= 5(-}—7‘;7{"\ ) 7":0 didn’t open the door.
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The second major pattern is for 5 verbs. Creating the basic plain form requires two consistent steps.

STEP ONE STEP TWO
To switch from polite to plain form, first remove ~& 9 Then change the final [consonant+L3] to [con+ D]

NDHFIT &S D # O)Jf) zBJ:%“) bw\)
9)

b&T7 O BT

nLIE B&FFET, | swim [polite].
B L <o | swim [plain].
E—ILEDHZET, | drink beer [polite].
E—ILZEDT, | drink beer [plain].

KBDFEENNET, | will buy a car [polite].
KBFEZEMD, | will buy a car [plain].

N\

o 9.

From the plain form, we can of course
go to the polite form by changing the
[con+ 3] sound to [con+M\+E T .

Some ~ 2 verbs do end in ~% though,
So you have to be careful!

MZ % (go home) - ™A V) =9 (polite)
M Z % (change) = ™Mz &9 (polite)
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For the negative plain form of an ~2 verb, change its [consonant + u] ending to [consonant + a], then add ~7%& L

To drink To play

i e fé:&\ ti“ RETETER fé:&\
/%) ya)
n © 5
DHET, Drink [polite]. b% ’ o ®TUVFET. Play[polite].
DL, Drink [plain]. N BHES Play [plain].

DFERELY, Don’t drink [plain]. HZ(EL7Ly,  Don't play [plain].

L3 E

There are two exceptions to this pattern: S2f-LvF9, Sing [polite].
@ 21=5, Sing [plain].
’:‘:\ 1. The ending changes to 4> + Zi L\ rather than & + %i LY S5 1=H7lLy, Don't sing [plain].

s {BEMNH S, There’s a car [plain].
a 2. The negative formof H Y E9 - 5 is just 7LD < 5FEM7ELV, There's no car [plain].
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The plain past positive form of 5 verbs involves sub-patterns that change based on the final sound of the verb.

For verbs that end in ~2 ., ~2D, or ~%: Replace the final sound with ~ - 7=

Mo Mo t- =2 2 iE AN AR W™z o1=
Buy Bought Stand Stood Go home Went home

For verbs that end in ~A5\, ~&. or ~8: Replace the final sound with ~ A 7=

&S E AT DL DAT= L& LAT=
Fly Flew Drink Drank Die Died
For most verbs that end in ~ <, ~<": Replace the final sound with ~ (/= and ~L 72, respectively [1rc verb
h < AV B < BEULE L < Lof= | WW<isan
Write Wrote Swim Swam Go Went exception.
For verbs that end in 9°: Replace the final sound with ~ L 7=

v P L Don’t mix ~9~ verbs and 9 %! \
X7z 9 (X7 L7- R MLT= For ~9 verbs, the final ~9~ becomes ~ L 7=.
Speak Spoke Lend Lent For 9%, the whole verb becomes L 7=!
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The past plain negative form of 5 verbs changes the final ~L\ in the plain negative form’s ~%Z L) to ~M > 1=

To drink
F — IR — R HN T

/J’ Polite
D . B) DHET Drink.
DHFEH A, Don’t drink.
&) DHFELT=, Drank.
DHFHFATLTI=, Didn’t drink.
%) Plain
DL, Drink.
DELLY, Don'’t drink.
DAT=, Drank.
DEEMNDT=, Didn’t drink.

Remember that verbs ending in ~9 change to
~H 7Ly, and therefore ~hH 7% hH o 7=

371=9, Sing.
Pyt oY YRR Don'’t sing.
St=o1=, Sang.
St=hiEh o1, Didn’t sing.

Remember that % Y &9 + &% has an irregular
negative form, and therefore negative past

B A Exists.
g AW Doesn’t exist.
% > 71- ° Existed.

o 1=, Didn’t exist.

~ o~
] .
d
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Here are some final hints that may help you:

How can | tell if a ~% 9~ ending verb is an 5 verb or a % verb?

The best thing to do is always check in a dictionary! But there are some trends. If you delete
~Z% 9 and only one sound is left (e.g., #F 9 to #), or if the last remaining sound does not
end in an [LV] sound (e.g., &7 F 9 to &I+ ends an Z sound), you are dealing with a % verb.

The plain past looks kind of... familiar?

The plain past form of verbs is the same as their “T form”, except that 7= becomes T and 7=
becomes T. Exceptions carry over. So because L)< becomes Ly 2 7= it's T formis LYo T.

Are 95, < %, Lx{, and & % the only verbs that have exceptions?

No, but they are the only exceptions you will need to know for a long time. There are a small
number of verbs that end in ~3 which become ~ - 7= in the past plain, and many keigo ® m
(honorific) verbs conjugate irregularly from plain to present tense. But mostly, everything '
follows the patterns on the slides so far.
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