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This hand-out is an extensively revised and expanderersion
of pp. 11-20 of the previous hand-out.
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1. A comparative field analysis of Danish and English clauses

1.1 Introduction
I would like to suggest twbasic clause structuresone for Danish and one for English:

(1) Danish:

topic object(s) adv

subject

(2) English:

topic subject object(s) adv

The intended meaning of "basic clause structuréias! want to be able to derive from (1) and4R)
clause types that are actually possible in thelamguages.

At this point the parallels are hopefully conspigsipeven though two differences are also noticeable
* Danish: "finite verB - English: "finite_aux
» Danish: only onéfinite verb” circle - English: twdfinite aux” circles

For a list of the finite and non-finite verb fornsge Appendix A.

Thethree superimposedverb-circles andadwvboxesindicate that there can lo@e or moreverbs or
adverbials after one another here (in both langsiaggrtion 4.1). Thisvo superimposedobject
boxesindicate that there can lb@e or two objects here (in both languages, section 4.2).

A circle denotes a position forteead ("en kerne"), i.e. (at most) an individual worcheveas
abox denotes a position for an enfoterase (et syntagme").

(3) a. heads: vil, spiser, spise, spist will, eats, eat, eaten
b. phrases: mange elever, tomaten, med en gaffel  many pupddpmato, with a fork

(Actually, every phrase contains a head —with is the head of the phrasath a fork— but the heads
and phrases in (1) and (2) are the ones relevathdovord order differences that | want to add)ess

Something else that | retain from the generatisenfEwork that | otherwise work within (, 1995,
1999a,b, 2007) is the metaphor eyfitactic movement, indicated by the arrows in (1) and (2). The
movement is why there can only be a finite verbne of the verb circles (the finite verb moves from
one circle to the next). There are, however, ateeraypes of movement than verb movement.

1.2 Danish in brief

The structure suggested for Danish in (1) is rescemt of the very influential suggestions of
Diderichsen (1946, 1964, cf. also Bjerre et al.0Compare (4) with the first line in (5):
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(4) | Foundation field | Nexus field Content field
= v n a \ N A
Saa har | han| vist glemt Galocherng her.
Then has | he probably forgotten  the galoshes  Here
from Diderichsen (1946:162)
(5) Danish:

F v n a V N A
topic subject object(s) adv
Derfor havde han ikke spist aeblet i gar.

a.mustbe |b.mustbe|c. must e. may f. may g. may h. may
filled in all filled in all |contain a contain ikke |contain one |contain one or |contain one
main clauses | main subject and/ or or more two objects  |or more
(except clauses. |(unless medial verbs. (or a subject |adverbials.
yes/no there is one sentential predicate)
questions). in topic box). adverbials (or obj. plus
obj. predicate)
Danish# English Danish= English
1.3 English in brief
(6) English:
topic subject object(s) adv
Therefore he had not eaten the apple | yesterday
a.doesnot |b.mustbe |c. must d. must be Je. may f. may g. may h. may
have to be  |filled if contain a filled if contain not | contain one | contain one or |contain one
filled. topicisa |subject. there is an Jand/or or more two objects or more
wh- or a auxora  [medial verbs. (or a subject |adverbials.
negative not. sentential predicate)
element. adverbials (or obj. plus
If no aux, If no aux, obj. predicate)
use do. use do.
Danish # English Danish= English
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2. The left part of the clause

2.1 Main and embedded clauses in general

In Danish, both the finite verb circle and the topic box o filled in main clauses, (7)b-d, but not
in embedded clauses, (7)a:

(7) g

Da topic subject object(s) adv
a. fordi Peter aldrig drikker urtete.

b. Peter drikke aldrig urtete.

c Urtete drikker] Peter aldrig.

d Maske drikkerjPeter aldrig urtete.

This property, that both the finite verb circle @hd topic box must be filled in main clauses,fiem
referred to asverb second, as the finite verb must be in second positioalirmain clauses. Verb
second is a property common to all Germanic langsiagith just one exception: English.

The arrow in (7) indicatesriovement' of the finite verb from the verb circle to thaife verb circle.
This is just one possible way of representing th&eovation that the finite vedrikker either occurs
in the verb circle, (7)a, or in the finite verbate, (7)b-d, but never in both.

Similar arrows could actually have been drawn ftbmsubject box to the topic box, to
represent the difference between (7)a and (7)typor the object box to the topic box, to repredbet
difference between (7)a and (7)c.

In English, the topic box does not have to be filled in maauses, and nor does the first finite aux
circle. In fact, the subject never occupies thécttpx in English.

The result is that the differences between maineanidedded clauses are much less striking in
English than in Danish:

(8)

En. topic subject neg / adv object(s) adv
a. as Peter never drinks herbal tea.

b. Peter never drinks herbal tea.

C. Herbal tea Peter never drinks.

d. Maybe Peter never drinks herbal tea.

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Da(psart Il), p.5



2.2 Topics that force subject-verb inversion

In Danish main clauses, the first finite verb @rblas to be filled (giving rise to subject-verbearsion)
whenever the topic box is filled, (9)a-c. In Englimain clauses, the only topics that force the firs
finite aux circle to be filled (giving rise to s@gt-auxiliary inversion) are question elememib-(
elements), (10)a, or negative elements, (10)b:

9)
Da.

oo

(10)
En.

o

topic subject object(s) \H adv

| Hvornér | havde] Peter set det her rod?

| Aldrig havde | Peter set sadan et 1od.

[ Maske | havde| Peter set sadan etfrod far.
topic subject neg / adv object(s) adv

| When had Peter seen this mess?

| Never had Peter seen such a mess.

| Perhaps Peter had seen such a mess befare.

Danish and English have in common that the firstdicircle is filled inmain clause questionsbut

not inembedded questions

subject

object(s) \H adv

I Peter

ot det her fod.

subject

object(s) adv

(11)

Da. topic
a. (Jeg [hvornéar
spurgte

(12)

En. topic

a. (I when
asked

Peter

this mess.

(If the finite verb is not in the first verb cirglthen it must be in another one. The different@taents
of hadvs.havdein (11) & (12) will be discussed in sections 3 &.2 below.)
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2.3 Verb-initial clauses: Yes/no-questions and conditionals

In the previous section, we saw whether the topicdould be filled without the first verb circlesal
being filled. This section is about the mirror ineagjtuation, namely whether the first verb circle
could be filled without the topic box also beintef.

In both languages, there are two cases when thigema (the first verb circle is filled without the
topic box also being filled), namely main clayss/nequestions, (13)h & (14)h, and conditional
clauses, (13)i & (14)i. The following tables alsorsmarise the previous two sections:

(13) ' g

Da. topic subject object(s) \H adv
a. Peter havde allerede  set det her rod.

b. Hvornar | havde | Peter set det her rod?

C. Aldrig havde | Peter set sadan et rad.

d. Maske havde] Peter set sadan etrpd  for.
e. fordi Peter allerede| havde set det her rod.

f. . hvornar Peter havde set det her rodl.

g. om Peter allerede| havde set det her rod.

h. Havde | Peter allerede| set det her rod?

I. Havde | Peter set det her rod] ...
(14)

En. topic subject neg / adv object(s) adv
a. Peter had already| seen this mess.

b. When had Peter seen this mess?

C. Never had Peter seen such a mess.

d. Perhaps Peter had seen such a mess befare.
e. as Peter had already| seen this mess.

f. .. when Peter had seen this mess.

g. |if Peter had already | seen this mess.

h. Had Peter already | seen this mess?

I. Had Peter seen this mess, ...

Notice the distinction betweanh-questionstfv-spargsmal, delspgrgsmal), (9)a, (10)a, (11), @29,
yes/nequestionsja/nejspargsmal, helspargsmal), (13)h & (14)h.

Notice also that embeddgds/nequestions, (13)g & (14)g, are not marked by haviregfinite verb
in the first finite circle, but instead by a sepaabordinating conjunctiomm/hvorvidt& if/whether

Conditionals are always embedded clauses. Heneossgble contexts for (13)i & (14)i:
(15) a. Da. HavdePeterset det herod, sa ville han maske ikke veere taget afsted.

b. En. Had Peteseerthis messthen he might not have left.

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and De(part II), p.7



3.

The central part of the clause

3.1 Finite verb circle vs. finite aux circle

When the topic is a question element or a negaiement, then the first finite aux ciraleust be
filled in English. This is also true for main claysss/nequestions.

Furthermore, as it is a finiux circle, then it has to be filled by an auxilialythere is no auxiliary,
then one has to be inserted, nanday

(16)
En.

~ao0o

topic subject neg / adv object(s) adv
At no did Peter actually | leave the room.
point
When did Peter actually| leave the room?
Did Peter actually | leave the room?
At 2:13 Peter actually | left the room.
Peter actually | left the room.

The first finiteaux circle in English corresponds to the one and diniye verb circlein Danish, but
as it is a finiteverb circle, any finite verb can occur here (of cours#uding auxiliaries). Thus
Danish has nothing that correspondsldéansertion. Also, as seen in sections 2.1 & 2.8, fthite verb

object(s) \H adv

circle in Danish is filled in all main clauses.

(17)
Da.

~ao0o

Pa intet [forlod |Peter faktisk lokalet.

tidspunkt

Hvornar | forlod | Peter egentlig lokalet?
Forlod | Peter egentlig lokalet?

Kl. 14:13}forlod | Peter faktisk lokalet.

Peter forlod faktisk lokalet.

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Da(psart Il),
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3.2 There is no second finite (verb) circle in Danish

In Danish, there isnly onefinite verb circle. As seen above, the finite vedzurs in the verb circle(s)
in all embedded clauses, (18)a-b, and in the fwgtd circle in all main clauses, (18)c-f :

(18)

Da. topic subject object(s) adv

a. fordi antallet formentlilg;tiger hvert ar.

b. fordi antallet formentligvil stige neeste ar.
C. Derfor | stiger | antallet formentlig hvert ar.

d Derfor | vil antallet formentligstige naeste ar.
e Hvorfor | stiger | antallet formentlig hvert ar?

f Hvorfor jvil antallet formentligstige naeste ar?

In English, on the other hand, there &ve finite aux circles.

A finite main verb has to occur in the verb circle(s), (19)a,c,ehaswo circles further left only

admit auxiliaries.

A finite auxiliary either occurs in the second finite aux circle,)f1®, or in the first one, (19)e-f,
depending on the content of the topic box (cf.isac?.2 above):

(19)

En. topic subject neg / adv object(s) adv

a. as the numbey presumablyincreases every year.
b. as the numbejwill fjoresumablyincrease next year.
C. Thereforg the numberf presumablyincreases every year.
d. Thereford the numberfwill foresumablyincrease next year.
e. Why does the numbdr presumablyincrease every year?
f. Why will the number] presumablyincrease next year?

Brief summary:

* In both languages the verb circle(s) contains atli-finite verbs.
* In English, the verb circle(s) always also contdinge main verbs (but not finite auxiliaries).
* In Danish, the verb circle(s) also contains thédinerb in all embedded clauses (but not the
finite verb in main clauses).

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Da(psart Il),
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3.3 Special properties of not: do-insertion and contracted negation

In English,notrequires an auxiliary, (20)a,c, as opposed to other negakpressions e.gever
(20)d. As above, if there is no auxiliary, then ameserted, namelgo, (20)c:

(20)

En. topic subject object(s) adv

a. Therefore the numbery will | not increase next year,.
b. Therefore the numbery will | never increase again.

C. Therefore the number] did not increase last year
d. Therefore the number never increased again.

In Danish, neitheikke nor any other negative expressions,adyig, requires an auxiliary, (15)c,d:

=

(21) '

Da. topic subject object(s) \H adv

a. Derfor vil antallet ikke stige neeste 3
b. Derfor | vil antallet aldrig stige igen.

C. Derfor | steg antallet ikke sidste ar.
d. Derfor steg antallet aldrig igen.

Englishnot also has another special property (independetid-gisertion): It maycontract with a

finite auxiliary, e.g. (22)bhad not ~ hadn/tis not ~ isn‘t can not ~ can't will not ~ won't Whennot
contracts with an auxiliary, it becomes part of élogiliary, cf. that it comes along when the awaxifi
moves to the first finite aux circle, (22)d.

(22)
En. topic subject neg / adv object(s) adv
a. Therefore the numbefmight [not increase next year.
b. Therefore the numbefmightn't increase next year.
C. Might | the numbe} not increase next year?
d. Mighin't | the numbef increase next year?
In Danish,ikke never contracts with any verbs, but in collogiNalwegian it may:
(23)a. Da. Kan du ikke kommehjem snart?
b. No. Kankke du kommehjem snart?
Can('t) you (nottome homesoon?
Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Du(part II), p. 10



4. The right part of the clause

4.1 Options in the verb circle(s)
Danish and English both have the following fivefeliént options regarding the verb circle(s):

(24) g

Da. | topic subject object(s) adv

EN. | topic subject object(s) adv

no verb in the verb circle

a. | Hvor er Peter | | i dag?

b. |Where is Peter | | today?

one verb in the verb circle

c. |Hvor havde | Peter egentlig] efterlad]  bilen dfrgs?

d. |Where had Peter actually] left | thecar lastarid

two verbs in the verb circle

e. |Hvorfor | skulle Peter have en ny bil i gar?
kabt

f.  |Why should | Peter have anew car | yesterday?
boug_]ht

three verbs in the verb circle

g. |Hvordan | kan bilen veere allerede?
blevet
repareret

h. |How can the car have already?
been
repaired

four verbs in the verb circle

i. |Hvordan | burde ulykken kunne
have
veeret
undgaet?

j- |Why must the car have at 3:15 PM
been yesterday?
being
repaired

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Deafpart II), p. 11



Inside the verb circle(s), every verb form (exdigt first one, which has to be the finite verb) is
determined by the preceding verb, according tdahewing rules of combination:

(25)
a. FINITE VERB
b. MODAL
C. MODAL
d. PERFECT
€. PROGRESSIVE
f. PASSIVE

Danish

English

finite form
(present or pas

)t)

finite form
(present or past

modal vert+ infinitive

modal vert+ infinitive

modal vert+ infinitive

havdveere + past participle have + past participle
be + present particip
blive/veere + past participle be + past participle

e

As was mentioned, (25)a is obligatory, but all ttieer rules, (25)b-f, are optional and indepenadént
each other, as long as the sequence is observisdcdrhbe seen in the examples on the previous page

(24)a,b
(24)c,d
(24)d,f
(24)g,h
(24)i

(24)]

follow
follow
follow
follow
follow

follow

(25)a
(25)a,d
(25)a,b,d
(25)a,b,d,f
(25)a,b,c,d,f

(Only Danish can combéitwo modal verbs,

because English modal verbs only have finite foyms.

(25)a,b,d,e,f

(Only English has presgsive in this form.)

These rules cover all the verbs in the clause digss of whether the finite verb is on its own neo
of the finite circles or together with all the nbnite verbs in the verb circle(s):

Furthermore, the tense of the clause is deternbigetie choices in (25)a,b,d,e:

The obligatory (25)a chooses betwe®ESENTaNdPAST.
The optional (25)b makes the temsguRE (if the modal verb used is a formwiil /ville).
The optional (25)d makes the tem®RFECT
The optional (25)e makes the ters®GRESSIVEonNly in English,
in Danish they are formed lwere ved at __ orstd/sidde og )

For a full list of all the different tense formscatineir morphological structure, see Appendix B.

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Da(psart Il),
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4.2 Options in the object box(es)

Danish and English both have the following fivefeliént options regarding the object box(es)
(i.e. they both have the following five verb complkntation patterns):

(26)
Da.

En.

-

y?

topic subject Ll/adv‘ object(s) \H adv

topic subject neg / adv object(s) adv
no object
(clause type: S+V)
Hvorfor | skal han rejse | idag?
Why must he leave | today?
(S+V+A)
Hvorfor | skal han bo | iArhus?
Why must he live | ivYork?
one object
(S+V+DO)
Hvorfor | skal jeg lese | bogen | idag?
Why must I read | the book | today?
(S+V+DO+A)
Hvorfor skal jeg anbringe| rosen i en vasg?
Why must I put | the rose in a vasep
two objects
(S+V+10+DO)
Hvorfor | havde hun lant Ib bilen i gar?
Why had she leant Joe the cqr  yesterda
a subject predicate
(S+V+SC)
Hvorfor | skal Vi veere | flinke | idag?
Why must we be | nice | today?
an object and an object predicate
(S+V+DO+0C)
Hvorfor havde de kaldt Ida et fjol{ igar?
Why had they called Ann a foo] yesterday?

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Dea(part II), p. 13



5. Concluding remarks

5.1 Pros and cons

Compared to the descriptions of Danish-Englisheddhces found in most Danigiimnasiun{and
higher) level grammars of English, the analysisosgtin (1) and (2) above is more complicated in
that it introduced both a topic position and adddinite verb positions for both languages.

On the plus side, | would like to claim tredt (andonly) the different possible clauses that are
possible in the two languages can be derived fibnarid (2).

Consider e.g. how the various possible sequencesrb$ and adverbials follow (more or less)
straightforwardly, without having to resort to gsftout rules for Danish or for English which are
misleading and which have to be revised or qualifiee or two pages later:

Pa engelsk ma et adverbium ikke placeres mellerarbtim og dets objekt, i modsaetning til dansk
(Herskind & Pedersen 2002:36)

Lette adverbialled placeres ofte umiddelbart formvedverbet (pa dansk er placeringen efter

hovedverbet). (Ljung & Ohlander 1996:165)

Both of these formulations would incorrectly alléov e.g.

(27) Da. a. * Peterthavderepareret faktiskbileni gar
MAINV ~ ADV  OBJ

b. *... fordiPeter repareredéaktisk bileni gar
MAINV ~ ADV OBJ

However, as follows from the analysis above (s@c®) this order is only possible if two conditions
obtain, namely that the main verb has to be fiaitd that the clause has to be a main clause:

(28) ' '
Da. topic object(s) \H adv

a. Peter [ eparered] faktisk bilen i gar.
b. Derfor | reparereq®eter faktisk bilen i gar.

Here is a further quote of the same misleading:kind

We find that Danish is a verb second-language, beeavhatever comes initially, the verb is always
in second position. [...] If Danes transfer thiglwsecond order into English, the result will bedfiif
the sentence starts with the subject. (Hjulmand & Schwarz 2009:267)

This formulation would incorrectly allow for e.g.
(29) Da. a. Petemepareredéaktisk bilen igar

En. b. *Peterrepaired actuallythe car yesterday.
V SECOND

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and De(part II), p. 14



Instead, as follows from the analysis above (sa@ip a finite main verb in English always has ¢ b
placed in the verb circle(s), i.e. following the diied adverbial if there is one:

(30)

En. topic subject object(s) adv

a. Peter actually |repaired |the car yesterday.
b. Peter will | actually repair the car tomorrow.

5.2 Possible extensions

It is also possible to extend the analysis sugdastéhis paper further so that it can accountfibier
phenomena in the clause structure of Danish antidbng.g.

« light objects in DanishReter sa hanikke)
(they occupy a position corresponding to the mgséimite verb circle)

 negative objects in DanisPéter havde ingen pend&e)
(Dan. negative objects occur in the neg/adv box),. Bnes in the object box)

 verb particles in both languageke¢ smed bogeud, | threw outthe book| threw the boolou).

Another potential advantage that | have not dissdigs any detail is the compatibility with analyses
of other related languages, e.g. French, Germarcatahdic (cf.Almen Sprogforstaelye

* French and Icelandic have two finite circles likegkish, but finiteverb circles like Danish.
* Icelandic has obligatory filling of topic and firhite verb circle in main clauses, French doefs no

* German would be much like Danish, but with the warble(s) at the very end.
(cf. e.g.Vikner 1999b, Wdllstein-Leisten & al. 1997

Appendix A: Finiteness

(31) Finiteness

a. Main clausesmust contain &nite verb.
b.  Onlyfinite verbs are inflected fdense i.e., marked for eithgresentor past
c.  Onlyfinite verbs may displaggreementin number and person with the subject.

REGULAR IRREGULAR
= WEAK ~ STRONG
32)a. (D) work break FINITE : PRESENT TENSEL®" PERS SING.
b. (She) works breaks FINITE : PRESENT TENSE3™® PERS SING
c. (She) worked broke FINITE : PAST TENSE
d. (to) work break NON-FINITE : INFINITIVE
e. (Sheis) | working breaking NON-FINITE : PRESENT PARTICIPLE
f (She has)worked broken NON-FINITE : PAST PARTICIPLE
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Appendix B: Full list of tenses

(33) + PAST * FUT + PERF+ PROG
a. works PRESENT - - - -

b. has worked PRESENT PERFECT - - + -

C. will work FUTURE - + - -

d. will have worked FUTURE PERFECT - + + -

e. worked PAST + - - -

f. had worked PAST PERFECT + - + -

g. would work FUTURE OF THE PAST + + - -

h. would have worked FUTURE PERFECT OF THE PAST + + +

(25)a (25)b (25)d (2:6)e
(34) (35) (36) (37)

This system (cf. Vikner 2003) thus has eight tensesause the three featuresasT, + FUTUREand
+ PERFECTCan be freely combined. Apart from being logicalbnsistent, this system of eight tenses
also makes very easy to state the morphologicggsties of the tenses:

(34) a.  The first element of & PAST tense ends ired, ...
b. The first element of a PAST tense ends irs or zero.

(35) a. A + FUTURE tense involves a form ofill (or shall) followed by an infinitive.
b. A -FUTURE tense does not.

(36) a. A + PERFECT tense involves a form d¢favefollowed by a past participle.
b. A -PERFECT tense does not.

The generalisations in (34)-(3&)e very similar to the ones valid for e.g. Dar{(mhGerman). There
is however a further set of generalisations, whaighunique to English, concerning the so-called
progressivetenses:

(37) a. A +PROGRESSIVEtense involves a form dfefollowed by a present participle.
b. A - PROGRESSIVEtense does not.

English thus has the eight (non-progressive) teimsg3) as well as eight progressive ones:

(38) + PAST* FUT £ PERF+ PROG
a. Is working PRESENT PROGRESSIVE - - - +
b. has been working PRESENT PERFECT PROGRESSIVE - - + +
C. will be working FUTURE PROGRESSIVE - + - +
d. will have been working | FUTURE PERFECT PROGRESSIVE - + + +
e. was working PAST PROGRESSIVE + - - +
f. had been working PAST PERFECT PROGRESSIVE + - + +
g. would be working FUTURE PROGRESSIVE OF THE PAST + + - +
h. would have been working FUTURE PERFECT PROGRESSIVE + + + +
OF THE PAST

(25)a (25)b(25)d (25)e
(34) (35) (36) (37)

Vikner: The Sentence Structure of English and Da(psart II), p. 16



