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PREFACE.

The need of an Elementary Arvabic Gremmar that should ba more
complete than Elementary Grammara heretofors published, and vet not
B0 exhaustive in treatment as such slandsrd works as those of Wright
and Palmer, has heen varionsly folt and exprezsed. To meet to some
extent this need, this Manual has been prepared.

Thia nced hes como fo ho experienced largely through the recent re-
vival in Hebrew, and Shemitic studies generally. With such a revival
thers has been awakeoned, necessarily, a groat Inferast in the Arabie, asin
the other cognates. Various measures have operated to produce this re-
vival ; promlnently, the work of the Old Testament Company of Revisers,
the Bchools of The Institute of Hebrew, the explomtions carried on by
socisties and individuels, the many valuable contributions recently wade
tor hiblical and oriental literature, and lasl—ihough not least— the many
excellent results of misslonary operationa.

That the Arabic ahould come to ocvupy a most prominent position in
such & revival iz evident. That the prominent position due it has not
always been universally felt apd conceded ls egually evident. The suthor
sabscribes to the econviction, for many years repeatedly axpressed by the
most learned Avabic scholams, the conviction still held by the most ae-
complished Arabic scholars, that, all polnta eonzidered, the Arabic occu-
pies the first place as to importance io the study of the Hebrew and
Aramale of the Bibla. A fow ont of 2 number of Teasong may be atated
in support of this. Bpace and placs will oot admit of proof, illustration,
or anything beyond the bareat atatement of afew of these reasons now
and here.

1st. The antiquity of the Arvable. Thia antiquity has been held by
many simee the days of Boholtens, to be equal, if not superior, to that of
the Hebrew, as seen, for example, in the Arabie forme appearing in the
earlicat portions of the Pentateuch, such as proper nemes, epithets,
particles, pronouns, verbal and nominal inflectlons,

2d. The Shemitic affinity of the Arabic. If possesses more that ia
common to all the Shemitic languagns than does any other one Bhemitio
langnage, having suffered far less—eomparatively nothing—by eorruption.

8d. The logical struocture of the Arabic. No olher Janguage is =o
logical in its ptructure, Grammatical forms, lexical meanings, efe., are
formed and developed logically. Something of thie may beseen in the
next, or Special, Preface on the Thres Short Vowels, and by consulting
such works as Palmer, Leitner, and others. The value of the Arabicin
this respect, in the study and elucidation of that family of languages to
which it belongs, cannot he overestimated.
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4th. The' preserved purity of the Arabic. This 18 o matter not only
of bistorical record and fame, but necessarily follows from the logical
structure of the lanpuage. Forms and meanings being deduced ascord-
Ing to certain fived laws and logical processes, became themselves fived
and strongly fortified ageinst change and obsoleteness. While other
languages of the pame family became dead, and while many of their
forme and meanings ehanged or disappeared, the Arabic rematned eom-
paratively pure and inlact, exvepling perhaps the temporary corruption
which necessarily oceurred during tho Musiim conguests and forelgn
nffiliations of the first four Calipha.

&th. The lexieal richness of the Arable. The meanings and shades
of meanings belonging to words, logically deduced, and wonderfully pre-
served, are very many. Many of these meanings, radical and derivative,
have become lost in the other languages of the same family, and must
he supplied by the Arahic, Thia is apparent from the most casual glance
at our Hebrow Lexicoms. Bub even thess Lexicons furnish us with &
very amall amount of Arable and of the value to ba derlved therefrom,
compared with what should be the case. Very frequenily the Arabic
equivalent and its principal meanings are not given, Sometimes another
than the real Amabio equivalent is given, which may be found to exigt
under precigsly corresponding Intters. Somatimes derlvative instead of
radical meanings Are given. Any ome may satisfy himself of this by
taking & tertain Toot (8. g, haba), hoting ile Biblical nsages, and com-
paring the Hebrew Lexicons with that magnificent work, Lane's Arabie-
English Lexicon. -

Gth. The grammatical value of the Arabie. Being so systematic and
thovough in freatment, i€ 18 of great lmportance In sindyiog the other
cognales. Something of this ia seen in the excellent Hebrew Grammara
that have been publizhed, and {n auch masterly traatizes as tliat of Driver
on The Hebrew Tenses. Other scurcea of great aid and importance re-
main o be worked, a3, for exampie, the re-construetion of the Hebrew
formes or conjugations upcn the basis of the Arahic.

Tth. The lterary importance of the Argbic. The literature of this
language, compared with its cognates, compared with most langnages, is
vast. This is important, as, for example, In observing grammatical con-
structiona; obtaining different and accurate meanings; furnishing ap-
plled naages ; interpreting poetical, symbolical and qriental forma,

8th. The living character of tha Arabie. About seventy millions of
pereons Bpenik the Arabie as their vernacular, whils it i3 vead, twore or
less, by abont two hundred milliogs. The importance of the Arabic in
this respect is obvious,

These are a few of the reasomns. Others will occur to the Arabie
acholar and stodent. i

The reading selections in the Chrestomathy are in accord with what
Lias been said. It should e remembered, however, that these selactions,
being brief, are intended to serve only as specimens or beginnings, For
further need Arabic books may be obtained at a comparatively small
SEPENSE.
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The Vocabolary containg all the words to be found in the reading
selections, besides a few others.

In the preparation and publieation of this Monual, the author lays no
claitn to originality,mnless il be to some extent in the matters of arrange-
ment, statement, and the special emphasis placed upon the three ahort
vowels. The author i3 tmder very great obligalions to the following
authorities, which he has frecly congulted, and opon which thizs Manual
I8 based, viz., Wright's Arabis Grommar, Palmer's Arabic Grammar,
Lane's Arabic-English Lexicon, Butris Busteni's Arabie Gr the
Miftah, and his Lexicon Miheet al Muhest,

For speelal encouragement in the proséention of this work the thanks
of the author are due Lo Prof. Harper of Tale, and o his assoviales,— in-
structors, lecturors and students,—in tha Schools of The Institute of
Hehrew.

‘The thanks of the anthor are alan especislly duo the Hev. John W.
Payne, of Morgan Park, I11., for the typographical skill exhibited by him
in this work, and for his knowledge of the Arabic which has been of
greal help to the author in various wuays.

The needs of the class-ronm, felt both in the Seminary, and in the
Behools of The Institute of Hebrow, having given rise to this Manual, il
i3 left especially with the Professors and stodents of the class-room to
decids upon ils mexits and detnerits, and 1o furnish Lhe author (by whom
they will ha gratefully received} any correcti and snggesti To
#nch and to all to whont it may come thie Moanual 18 left wilh many inis-
givings, with a kmowledpe of its imperfertions, bot with the hope that it
may coutribute something of loterest and help in the study of the Arabic.

J. G. LANRING.

Theclogical Seminary,
New HBrunswick, N. J., Sept. 1, 1556,



